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The poems in Manuel Paul López's The Yearning Feed, winner of the 2013 Ernest Sandeen Prize in Poetry,
are embedded in the San Diego/Imperial Valley regions, communities located along the U.S.-Mexico border.
López, an Imperial Valley native, considers La Frontera, or the border, as magical, worthy of Macondo-like
comparisons, where contradictions are firmly rooted and ironies play out on a daily basis. These poems
synthesize López’s knowledge of modern and contemporary literature with a border-child vernacular
sensibility to produce a work that illustrates the ongoing geographical and literary historical clash of cultures.
 
With humor and lyrical intensity, López addresses familial relationships, immigration, substance abuse,
violence, and, most importantly, the affirmation of life. In the poem titled "Psalm," the speaker experiences a
deep yearning to relearn his family's Spanish tongue, a language lost somewhere in the twelve-mile stretch
between his family's home, his school, and the border. The poem “1984” borrows the prose-poetics of Joe
Brainard, who was known for his collage and assemblage work of the 1960s and 1970s, to describe the
poet’s bicultural upbringing in the mid-1980s. Many of the poems in The Yearning Feed use a variety of
media, techniques, and cultural signifiers to create a hybrid visual language that melds “high” art with "low."
The poems in The Yearning Feed establish López as a singular and revelatory voice in American poetry, one
who challenges popular perceptions of the border region and uses the unique elements of the rich border
experience to inform and guide his aesthetics.  

"In this eclectic collection, López brings readers to the edge of their convictions then redraws the borders,
leaving us to find our own way back home. He has an uncanny ability to drop dynamic characters into
situations where they face universal moral dilemmas. These pieces are inundated with haunting landscapes of
dialogue, poignant juxtapositions, deliberate capriciousness, and spontaneous humor that will immigrate into
your consciousness." —Rebecca Schumejda, author of Cadillac Men
 
"Manuel Paul López's The Yearning Feed evokes the rich, beautiful, and bizarre geocultural (and
psychological) tapestry that is the California Imperial Valley. Like some enchanted reincarnation of Dante
Alighieri (or Virgil), he guides his reader through the hot, sandy expanses right at the heart of the Americas.
The frontier dividing and defining the United States and Mexico reaches new heights in the diverse poetic
and prose portraits found in this remarkable new collection." —William Anthony Nericcio, author of
Tex[t]-Mex: Seductive Hallucinations of the "Mexican" in America
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From reader reviews:

Vivian Bennett:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Yearning Feed (ND Ernest Sandeen Prize
Poetry) as the daily resource information.

Marie Avis:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
The Yearning Feed (ND Ernest Sandeen Prize Poetry) your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging
every single word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get just before. The The Yearning Feed (ND Ernest Sandeen Prize Poetry) giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life
with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Barbara Palmer:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Yearning Feed (ND Ernest
Sandeen Prize Poetry) e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can
be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism The Yearning Feed (ND
Ernest Sandeen Prize Poetry) as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-
book that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

David George:

This The Yearning Feed (ND Ernest Sandeen Prize Poetry) is great publication for you because the content
and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you
straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The



Yearning Feed (ND Ernest Sandeen Prize Poetry) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details
in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right
but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still
doubt that will?
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