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In the words of cultural historian Jacob Burkhardt, fifteenth-century Italy was "the place where the notion of
the individual was born." In keeping with that idea, early Renaissance Italy was a key participant in the first
great age of portraiture in Europe. As groundbreaking artists strove to evoke the identity or personality of
their sitters—from heads of state and church, military commanders, and wealthy patrons to scholars, poets,
and artists—they evolved daring new representational strategies that would profoundly influence the course
of Western art. More than a mere likeness, the fifteenth-century Italian portrait was an attempt to wrest from
the unpredictability of life and the shadow of mortality and image that could be passed down to future
generations.

The Renaissance Portrait, which accompanies a landmark exhibition at the Bode-Museum, Berlin, and The
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, provides new research and insight into the early history of
portraiture in Italy, examining in detail how its major art centers—Florence, the princely courts, and
Venice—saw the rapid development of portraiture as closely linked to Renaissance society and politics, ideas
of the individual, and concepts of beauty. Essays by leading scholars provide a thorough introduction to
Renaissance portraiture, while individual catalogue entries illustrate and extensively discuss more than 160
magnificent examples of painting, drawing, manuscript illumination, sculpture, and medallic portraiture by
such artists as Donatello, Filippo Lippi, Botticelli, Verrocchio, Ghirlandaio, Pisanello, Mantegna, Antonello
da Messina, and Giovanni Bellini. With abundant style and visual ingenuity, these masters transformed the
plain facts of observation into something beautiful to behold.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Suh:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that
question since just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need that The Renaissance Portrait: From
Donatello to Bellini (Metropolitan Museum of Art) to read.

Arielle Griffin:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The
Renaissance Portrait: From Donatello to Bellini (Metropolitan Museum of Art) is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Robert Carroll:

Exactly why? Because this The Renaissance Portrait: From Donatello to Bellini (Metropolitan Museum of
Art) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will
shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Michael Brown:

The Renaissance Portrait: From Donatello to Bellini (Metropolitan Museum of Art) can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in
writing The Renaissance Portrait: From Donatello to Bellini (Metropolitan Museum of Art) although doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you
can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
contemplating.
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