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The Calculus of Consent was co-authored by Buchanan with Gordon Tullock, with whom Buchanan
collaborated on many books and academic enterprises throughout their careers. As Robert D. Tollison states
in the foreword, “[this book] is a radical departure from the way democracies conduct their business. The
Calculus is already a book for the ages.

This classic work analyzes the political organization of a free society through the lens of the economic
organization of society. The authors acknowledge their unease as economists in analyzing the political
organization, but they take the risk of forging into unfamiliar territory because they believe the benefits of
their perspective will bear much fruit.

As the authors state, their objective in this book is “to analyze the calculus of the rational individual when he
is faced with questions of constitutional choice . . . .We examine the [choice] process extensively only with
reference to the problem of decision-making rules.

The authors describe their approach as “economic individualism. They believe that economists have
explored individual choice extensively in the market sector while social scientists have largely ignored the
dynamics of individual decision-making in the dynamics of forming group action in the public sector.

Written in the early 1960s, The Calculus of Consent has become a bulwark of the public choice movement
for which James M. Buchanan is so justly famous.

James M. Buchanan is an eminent economist who won the Alfred Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic
Sciences in 1986 and is considered one of the greatest scholars of liberty in the twentieth century.

The entire series includes:

Volume 1: The Logical Foundations of Constitutional Liberty
Volume 2: Public Principles of Public Debt
Volume 3: The Calculus of Consent
Volume 4: Public Finance in Democratic Process
Volume 5: The Demand and Supply of Public Goods
Volume 6: Cost and Choice
Volume 7: The Limits of Liberty
Volume 8: Democracy in Deficit
Volume 9: The Power to Tax
Volume 10: The Reason of Rules
Volume 11: Politics by Principle, Not Interest
Volume 12: Economic Inquiry and Its Logic
Volume 13: Politics as Public Choice
Volume 14: Debt and Taxes
Volume 15: Externalities and Public Expenditure Theory



Volume 16: Choice, Contract, and Constitutions
Volume 17: Moral Science and Moral Order
Volume 18: Federalism, Liberty, and the Law
Volume 19: Ideas, Persons, and Events
Volume 20: Indexes
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From reader reviews:

Lynn Gowen:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. For you
who want to start reading the book, we give you this The Calculus of Consent (Collected Works of James M.
Buchanan, The) book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Sergio Hawkinson:

The guide with title The Calculus of Consent (Collected Works of James M. Buchanan, The) has a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Jennifer Trojanowski:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Calculus of Consent (Collected Works of James M. Buchanan,
The) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Karen Huff:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Calculus of Consent
(Collected Works of James M. Buchanan, The) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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