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A monumental retelling of world history through the lens of maritime enterprise, revealing in breathtaking
depth how people first came into contact with one another by ocean and river, lake and stream, and how
goods, languages, religions, and entire cultures spread across and along the world’s waterways, bringing
together civilizations and defining what makes us most human. 

Lincoln Paine takes us back to the origins of long-distance migration by sea with our ancestors’ first forays
from Africa and Eurasia to Australia and the Americas. He demonstrates the critical role of maritime trade to
the civilizations of ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, and the Indus Valley. He reacquaints us with the great
seafaring cultures of antiquity like those of the Phoenicians and Greeks, as well as those of India and
Southeast and East Asia, who parlayed their navigational skills, shipbuilding techniques, and commercial
acumen to establish thriving overseas colonies and trade routes in the centuries leading up to the age of
European expansion. And finally, his narrative traces how commercial shipping and naval warfare brought
about the enormous demographic, cultural, and political changes that have globalized the world throughout
the post–Cold War era.

This tremendously readable intellectual adventure shows us the world in a new light, in which the sea reigns
supreme. We find out how a once-enslaved East African king brought Islam to his people, what the
American “sail-around territories” were, and what the Song Dynasty did with twenty-wheel, human-powered
paddleboats with twenty paddle wheels and up to three hundred crew. Above all, Paine makes clear how the
rise and fall of civilizations can be linked to the sea. An accomplishment of both great sweep and
illuminating detail, The Sea and Civilization is a stunning work of history.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Bagwell:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
long to reading a guide. The book The Sea and Civilization: A Maritime History of the World it is quite good
to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Jason Dolly:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Sea and Civilization: A
Maritime History of the World, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss
it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

Malcolm Thurmond:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically
the book that recommended for you is The Sea and Civilization: A Maritime History of the World this
publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented
how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Shirley Bishop:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and The Sea and Civilization: A
Maritime History of the World or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside



science book, any other book likes The Sea and Civilization: A Maritime History of the World to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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