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A wise and tender tribute to childhood reading and the power of fiction

In this extended love letter to children's books and the wonders they perform, Francis Spufford makes a
confession: books were his mother, his father, his school. Reading made him who he is.

To understand the thrall of fiction, Spufford goes back to his earliest encounters with books, exploring such
beloved classics as The Wind in the Willows, The Little House on the Prairie, and the Narnia chronicles. He
re-creates the excitement of discovery, writing joyfully of the moment when fuzzy marks on a page become
words, which then reveal . . . a dragon. Weaving together child development, personal reflection, and social
observation, Spufford shows the force of fiction in shaping a child: how stories allow for escape from pain
and for mastery of the world, how they shift our boundaries of the sayable, how they stretch the chambers of
our imagination.

Fired by humanity, curiosity, and humor, The Child That Books Built confirms Spufford as a profound and
original thinker, evoking in the process the marvel of reading as if for the first time.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Hayes:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Child That Books Built: A Life in Reading.

Randall James:

The actual book The Child That Books Built: A Life in Reading has a lot associated with on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Curtis Miller:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Child That Books Built: A Life in Reading your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written
in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The The
Child That Books Built: A Life in Reading giving you another experience more than blown away your head
but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Martin Williams:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer may be The Child That Books Built: A Life in Reading why because the great
cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.
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