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As the nineteenth century progressed into the twentieth, novels about politically active women became
increasingly common. Until now, however, no one has studied this body of writing as a distinct tradition in
American literature. In Romancing the Vote, Leslie Petty recovers this tradition and also examines how the
fiction written about the women's rights and related movements contributed to the creation and continued
vitality of those movements.

Petty examines the novels as paradigms of feminist activism and reform communities and elucidates how
they, whether wittingly or not, model ways to create similar communities in the real world. She demonstrates
how the narratives provide insight into the hopes and anxieties surrounding some of the most important
political movements in American history and how they encapsulate the movements' paradoxical blend of
progressive and conservative ideologies.

The major works discussed are Elizabeth Boynton Harbert's Out of Her Sphere (1871), Lillie Devereux
Blake's Fettered for Life (1874), Henry James's The Bostonians (1886), Frances Ellen Watkins Harper's Iola
Leroy (1892), Hamlin Garland's A Spoil of Office (1892), Marjorie Shuler's For Rent--One Pedestal (1917),
Elizabeth Jordan's edited volume The Sturdy Oak (1917), and Oreola Williams Haskell's Banner Bearers:
Tales of the Suffrage Campaigns (1920).

Although these works discredit many traditional notions about gender and inspire their readers to seek
fairness and equality for many American women, they often simultaneously perpetuate discriminatory ideas
about other marginalized groups. They not only privilege the experiences of white women but also rely on
widespread anxieties about racial and ethnic minorities to demonstrate the need for gender reform. By
focusing on such tensions between conventional and unconventional ideas about gender, race, and class,
Petty shows how the fiction of this period helps to situate first-wave feminism within a larger historical and
cultural context.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Schanz:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Romancing the Vote: Feminist Activism in American Fiction, 1870-
1920. Try to make book Romancing the Vote: Feminist Activism in American Fiction, 1870-1920 as your
friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Pat Billings:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question due
to the fact just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Romancing the Vote: Feminist Activism in
American Fiction, 1870-1920 to read.

Sandra Yunker:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or their
experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about advantage about something
that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many kinds
of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing
some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this Romancing the Vote: Feminist
Activism in American Fiction, 1870-1920.

Pearl Dyson:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Romancing the Vote: Feminist Activism in
American Fiction, 1870-1920 can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these publications have than the others?
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