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Newton Minow’s long engagement with the world of television began nearly fifty years ago when President
Kennedy appointed him chairman of the Federal Communications Commission. As its head, Minow would
famously dub TV a “vast wasteland,” thus inaugurating a career dedicated to reforming television to better
serve the public interest. Since then, he has been chairman of PBS and on the board of CBS and elsewhere,
but his most lasting contribution remains his leadership on televised presidential debates. He was assistant
counsel to Illinois governor Adlai Stevenson when Stevenson first proposed the idea of the debates in 1960;
he served as cochair of the presidential debates in 1976 and 1980; and he helped create and is currently vice
chairman of the Commission on Presidential Debates, which has organized the debates for the last two
decades.
 
Written with longtime collaborator Craig LaMay, this fascinating history offers readers for the first time a
genuinely inside look into the origins of the presidential debates and the many battles—both legal and
personal—that have determined who has been allowed to debate and under what circumstances. The authors
do not dismiss the criticism of the presidential debates in recent years but do come down solidly in favor of
them, arguing that they are one of the great accomplishments of modern American electoral politics. As they
remind us, the debates were once unique in the democratic world, are now emulated across the globe, and
they offer the public the only real chance to see the candidates speak in direct response to one another in a
discussion of major social, economic, and foreign policy issues.
 
Looking to the challenges posed by third-party candidates and the emergence of new media such as
YouTube, Minow and LaMay ultimately make recommendations for the future, calling for the debates to
become less formal, with candidates allowed to question each other and citizens allowed to question
candidates directly. They also explore the many ways in which the Internet might serve to broaden the
debates’ appeal and informative power. Whether it’s Clinton or Obama vs. McCain, Inside the Presidential
Debates will be welcomed in 2008 by anyone interested in where this crucial part of our democracy is
headed—and how it got there.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Kennard:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Inside the Presidential
Debates: Their Improbable Past and Promising Future book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Kim Deyoung:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Inside the Presidential Debates: Their Improbable Past and Promising
Future book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange
for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give
to you. The writer of Inside the Presidential Debates: Their Improbable Past and Promising Future content
conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Inside the Presidential Debates:
Their Improbable Past and Promising Future is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Beverly Hill:

Typically the book Inside the Presidential Debates: Their Improbable Past and Promising Future will bring
that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the
event you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Inside the
Presidential Debates: Their Improbable Past and Promising Future is much recommended to you to see. You
can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Leigh Harris:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Inside the Presidential
Debates: Their Improbable Past and Promising Future which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's see.
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