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Phoenix, Arizona is one of America's fastest growing metropolitan regions. It is also its least sustainable one,
sprawling over a thousand square miles, with a population of four and a half million, minimal rainfall,
scorching heat, and an insatiable appetite for unrestrained growth and unrestricted property rights.

In Bird on Fire, eminent social and cultural analyst Andrew Ross focuses on the prospects for sustainability
in Phoenix--a city in the bull's eye of global warming--and also the obstacles that stand in the way. Most
authors writing on sustainable cities look at places that have excellent public transit systems and relatively
high density, such as Portland, Seattle, or New York. But Ross contends that if we can't change the game in
fast-growing, low-density cities like Phoenix, the whole movement has a major problem. Drawing on
interviews with 200 influential residents--from state legislators, urban planners, developers, and green
business advocates to civil rights champions, energy lobbyists, solar entrepreneurs, and community activists-
-Ross argues that if Phoenix is ever to become sustainable, it will occur more through political and social
change than through technological fixes. Ross explains how Arizona's increasingly xenophobic immigration
laws, science-denying legislature, and growth-at-all-costs business ethic have perpetuated social injustice and
environmental degradation. But he also highlights the positive changes happening in Phoenix, in particular
the Gila River Indian Community's successful struggle to win back its water rights, potentially shifting
resources away from new housing developments to producing healthy local food for the people of the
Phoenix Basin. Ross argues that this victory may serve as a new model for how green democracy can work,
redressing the claims of those who have been aggrieved in a way that creates long-term benefits for all.

Bird on Fire offers a compelling take on one of the pr
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Marburger:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Bird on Fire: Lessons from the World's Least Sustainable
City. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a new book Bird on Fire: Lessons from the World's Least Sustainable City. You can add know-
how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go
through.

David Pimentel:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Bird on Fire: Lessons from the
World's Least Sustainable City book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Melissa Alfonso:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Bird
on Fire: Lessons from the World's Least Sustainable City, you can tells your family, friends and soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Marshall Jackson:

Why? Because this Bird on Fire: Lessons from the World's Least Sustainable City is an unordinary book that
the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will
give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the



guide store hurriedly.
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