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What does it mean when we say someone is cool? This luminous collection of portraits and film stills sheds
new light on the term, its origins, and its evolution--with some surprising and provocative results. The term
"cool" has become such a part of America's modern lexicon that it seems to have lost its meaning. This
stellar collection of photographs from the National Portrait Gallery and from prominent artists, museums,
and archives nationwide would argue otherwise. The idea of cool is not only older than we think--it's also
constantly changing, aided by the mediums of portraiture and film. Readers will find unexpected and familiar
faces here: Walt Whitman, Frederick Douglass, and Georgia O'Keeffe, as well as James Dean, Bob Dylan,
and Chrissie Hynde. In perceptive essays, Joel Dinerstein investigates the evolution of cool from the 1930s
to the present while Frank Goodyear explores how the mediums of film and photography have helped define
the term. An extensive selection of one hundred chronologically arranged portraits, with biographical
information about each subject, profiles major eras and movements of the past decades, each with its own
brand of coolness. Exploring cultural icons, this volume encourages readers to find new meaning and depth
in the idea of American cool.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Jackson:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book American Cool. All type of book is it
possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Jennifer Rogers:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This American Cool is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Randall James:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled American Cool can be very good book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

Federico Hayward:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from
it. It is called of book American Cool. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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