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The Chinese Cultural Revolution began in 1966 and led to a ten-year-long reign of Maoist terror throughout
China, in which millions died or were sent to labor camps in the country or subjected to other forms of
extreme discipline and humiliation. Ji Xianlin was one of them. The Cowshed is Ji’s harrowing account of
his imprisonment in 1968 on the campus of Peking University and his subsequent disillusionment with the
cult of Mao. As the campus spirals into a political frenzy, Ji, a professor of Eastern languages, is persecuted
by lecturers and students from his own department. His home is raided, his most treasured possessions are
destroyed, and Ji himself must endure hours of humiliation at brutal “struggle sessions.” He is forced to
construct a cowshed (a makeshift prison for intellectuals who were labeled class enemies) in which he is then
housed with other former colleagues. His eyewitness account of this excruciating experience is full of sharp
irony, empathy, and remarkable insights into a central event in Chinese history.

In contemporary China, the Cultural Revolution remains a delicate topic, little discussed, but if a Chinese
citizen has read one book on the subject, it is likely to be Ji’s memoir. When The Cowshed was published in
China in 1998, it quickly became a bestseller. The Cultural Revolution had nearly disappeared from the
collective memory. Prominent intellectuals rarely spoke openly about the revolution, and books on the
subject were almost nonexistent. By the time of Ji’s death in 2009, little had changed, and despite its
popularity, The Cowshed remains one of the only testimonies of its kind. As Zha Jianying writes in the
introduction, “The book has sold well and stayed in print. But authorities also quietly took steps to restrict
public discussion of the memoir, as its subject continues to be treated as sensitive. The present English
edition, skillfully translated by Chenxin Jiang, is hence a welcome, valuable addition to the small body of
work in this genre. It makes an important contribution to our understanding of that period.”
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From reader reviews:

Mark Dunn:

The book The Cowshed: Memories of the Chinese Cultural Revolution make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book The Cowshed:
Memories of the Chinese Cultural Revolution to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything
if you like start and read a book The Cowshed: Memories of the Chinese Cultural Revolution. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
book?

Donna Vazquez:

The particular book The Cowshed: Memories of the Chinese Cultural Revolution will bring you to definitely
the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you
try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Cowshed: Memories of the
Chinese Cultural Revolution is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Sandra Yunker:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The Cowshed:
Memories of the Chinese Cultural Revolution provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Carol Benally:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide The Cowshed: Memories of the Chinese Cultural Revolution was
filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that
you simply wanted.
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