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Having come of age during a period of vibrant union-centered activism, Jack Metzgar begins this book
wondering how his father, a U.S> Steel shop steward in the 1950s and '60s, and so many contemporary
historians could forget what this country owes to the union movement. Combining personal memoir and
historical narrative, Striking Steel argues for reassessment of unionism in American life during the second
half of the twentieth century and a recasting of /u0022official memory./u0022 As he traces the history of
union steelworkers after World War II, Metzgar draws on his father's powerful stories about the publishing
work in the mills, stories in which time is divided between /u0022before the union/u0022 and since. His
father, Johnny Metzgar, fought ardently for workplace rules as a means of giving /u0022the men/u0022 some
control over their working conditions and protection from venal foremen. He pursued grievances until he
eroded management's authority, and he badgered foremen until he established shop-floor practices that
would become part of the next negotiated contract. As a passionate advocate of solidarity, he urged
coworkers to stick together so that the rules were upheld and everyone could earn a decent wage. Striking
Steel's pivotal event is the four-month nationwide steel strike of 1959, a landmark union victory that has
been all but erased from public memory. With remarkable tenacity, union members held out for the shop-
floor rules that gave them dignity in the workplace and raised their standard of living. Their victory
underscored the value of sticking together and reinforced their sense that they were contributing to a general
improvement in American working and living conditions. The Metzgar family's story vividly illustrates the
larger narrative of how unionism lifted the fortunes and prospects of working-class families. It also offers an
account of how the broad social changes of the period helped to shift the balance of power in a conflict-
ridden, patriarchal household. Even if the optimism of his generation faded in the upheavals of the 1960s,
Johnny Metzgar's commitment to his union and the strike itself stands as an honorable example of what a
collective action can and did achieve. Jack Metzgar's Striking Steel is a stirring call to remember and renew
the struggle.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Seavey:

The book Striking Steel (Solidarity Remembered) (Critical Perspectives on the past series) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing
like a book Striking Steel (Solidarity Remembered) (Critical Perspectives on the past series)? Some of you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Striking Steel (Solidarity
Remembered) (Critical Perspectives on the past series) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great
and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Margaret Boyer:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Striking Steel (Solidarity Remembered) (Critical
Perspectives on the past series) is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Katie Johnson:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication Striking Steel (Solidarity Remembered) (Critical Perspectives
on the past series) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling
point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.

Iva Simmon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous books
that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Striking Steel (Solidarity Remembered) (Critical
Perspectives on the past series).
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