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Arguing that the ultimate resource is the human imagination coupled to the human spirit, Julian Simon led a
vigorous challenge to conventional beliefs about scarcity of energy and natural resources, pollution of the
environment, the effects of immigration, and the "perils of overpopulation." The comprehensive data, careful
quantitative research, and economic logic contained in the first edition of The Ultimate Resource questioned
widely held professional judgments about the threat of overpopulation, and Simon's celebrated bet with Paul
Ehrlich about resource prices in the 1980s enhanced the public attention--both pro and con--that greeted this
controversial book.

Now Princeton University Press presents a revised and expanded edition of The Ultimate Resource. The new
volume is thoroughly updated and provides a concise theory for the observed trends: Population growth and
increased income put pressure on supplies of resources. This increases prices, which provides opportunity
and incentive for innovation. Eventually the innovative responses are so successful that prices end up below
what they were before the shortages occurred. The book also tackles timely issues such as the supposed rate
of species extinction, the "vanishing farmland crisis," and the wastefulness of coercive recycling.

In Simon's view, the key factor in natural and world economic growth is our capacity for the creation of new
ideas and contributions to knowledge. The more people alive who can be trained to help solve the problems
that confront us, the faster we can remove obstacles, and the greater the economic inheritance we shall
bequeath to our descendants. In conjunction with the size of the educated population, the key constraint on
human progress is the nature of the economic-political system: talented people need economic freedom and
security to bring their talents to fruition.
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From reader reviews:

Brent Jones:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Ultimate Resource 2. All type of
book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Linda Young:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just their can
do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this The Ultimate Resource 2 to read.

Loren Parker:

The experience that you get from The Ultimate Resource 2 could be the more deep you looking the
information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but The Ultimate Resource 2 giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the
author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this The Ultimate Resource 2 instantly.

Marie Guinn:

The actual book The Ultimate Resource 2 has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can
get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
just before write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.
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