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The Silk Road, a series of ancient trade routes stretching across Central Asia to Europe, evokes exotic
images of camel trains laden with bales of fine Chinese silk, spices, and perfume, of desert oases surrounded
by snow-capped mountains, of bustling markets thronging with travellers buying and selling grapes,
coriander, Baltic amber, and Mediterranean coral. Along this route, silks were sent from China to ancient
Rome; princesses were dispatched in marriage alliances across the deserts; bandits and thieves launched
attacks throughout history.

Covering more than 5,000 years, this book, lavishly illustrated with photographs, manuscripts, and paintings
from the collections of the British Library and other museums worldwide, presents an overall picture of the
history and cultures of the Silk Road. It also contains many previously unpublished photographs by the great
explorers Stein, Hedin, and Mannerheim.

More than just a trade route, the Silk Road witnessed the movement of cultural influences. Frances Wood
traces the story of the civilizations and ideas that flourished and moved along its vast geographical expanse.
Indian Buddhism was carried into China on the Silk Road, initiating a long history of pilgrimages along the
lonely desert routes; Manichaeism, Nestorian Christianity, and Islam also made their way eastwards along its
route.

The nineteenth century saw a new interest in Central Asia and the Silk Road, as Russia and Britain vied for
power on the frontiers of Afghanistan. A new breed of explorer, part archaeologist, part cartographer, part
spy, was seen on the Silk Road, while some of the ancient cities, long buried in sand-blown dunes, began to
give up their secrets. This book brings the history of the Silk Road alive--from its beginnings to the present
day, revealing a rich history still in the making.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Albarado:

The book The Silk Road: Two Thousand Years in the Heart of Asia gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through
a book The Silk Road: Two Thousand Years in the Heart of Asia to become your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like open and read a book The Silk Road: Two Thousand Years in the Heart
of Asia. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this e-book?

Rebecca Walton:

This The Silk Road: Two Thousand Years in the Heart of Asia usually are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Silk Road: Two Thousand Years in the Heart
of Asia can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book
and printed versions. Beside that this The Silk Road: Two Thousand Years in the Heart of Asia forcing you
to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Angela Thomas:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the guide untitled The Silk Road: Two Thousand Years in the Heart of Asia can be very good
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Heather Killen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this The Silk Road:
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