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This book challenges the conventional wisdom that improving democratic politics requires keeping emotion
out of it. Marcus advances the provocative claim that the tradition in democratic theory of treating emotion
and reason as hostile opposites is misguided and leads contemporary theorists to misdiagnose the current
state of American democracy. Instead of viewing the presence of emotion in politics as a failure of
rationality and therefore as a failure of citizenship, Marcus argues, democratic theorists need to understand
that emotions are in fact a prerequisite for the exercise of reason and thus essential for rational democratic
deliberation and political judgment. Attempts to purge emotion from public life not only are destined to fail,
but ultimately would rob democracies of a key source of revitalization and change.

Drawing on recent research in neuroscience, Marcus shows how emotion functions generally and what role it
plays in politics. In contrast to the traditional view of emotion as a form of agitation associated with belief,
neuroscience reveals it to be generated by brain systems that operate largely outside of awareness. Two of
these systems, "disposition" and "surveillance," are especially important in enabling emotions to produce
habits, which often serve a positive function in democratic societies. But anxiety, also a preconscious
emotion, is crucial to democratic politics as well because it can inhibit or disable habits and thus clear a
space for the conscious use of reason and deliberation. If we acknowledge how emotion facilitates reason
and is "cooperatively entangled" with it, Marcus concludes, then we should recognize sentimental citizens as
the only citizens really capable of exercising political judgment and of putting their decisions into action.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Hinojosa:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole
day to reading a guide. The book The Sentimental Citizen: Emotion in Democratic Politics it is rather good
to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book.
If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

David Goodspeed:

The reason why? Because this The Sentimental Citizen: Emotion in Democratic Politics is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing
way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book
will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Myra Hackett:

The Sentimental Citizen: Emotion in Democratic Politics can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Sentimental
Citizen: Emotion in Democratic Politics nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Richard Barbosa:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Sentimental Citizen: Emotion in Democratic
Politics can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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