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BackgroundMohandas Gandhi wrote this book while traveling from London to South Africa onboard SS
Kildonan Castle between November 13 and November 22, 1909. In the book Gandhi gives a diagnosis for
the problems of humanity in modern times, the causes, and his remedy.

[edit] Key ArgumentsGanghi's Hind Swaraj takes the form of a dialogue between two characters, The Reader
and The Editor. The Reader essentially serves as the typical Indian countryman whom Gandhi would have
been addressing with Hind Swaraj. The Reader voices the common beliefs and arguments of the time
concerning Indian Independence. Gandhi, The Editor, explains why those arguments are flawed and interject
his own arguments. As The Editor Gandhi puts it, "it is my duty patiently to try to remove your prejudice."

In the dialogue which follows, Gandhi outlines four themes which structure his arguments.

1. First, Gandhi argues that ‘Home Rule is Self Rule’. He argues that it is not enough for the British to leave
only for Indians to adopt a British-styled society. As he put it, “We want English rule without the
Englishman…And when it becomes English, it will be called not Hindustan but Englistan.”

2. Gandhi also argues that Indian independence was only possible through passive resistance. In fact, more
than denouncing violence, Gandhi argued that it was counter-productive; instead, he believed, “The force of
love and pity is infinitely greater than the force of arms. There is harm in the exercise of brute force, never in
that of pity.” This is essential through Hind Swaraj.

3. In order to exert passive resistance, Gandhi reasons that Swadeshi (self-reliance) be exercised by Indians,
meaning the refusal of all trade and dealings with the British. He addresses the English when he states, “If
you do not concede our demand, we shall be no longer your petitioners. You can govern us only so long as
we remain the governed; we shall no longer have any dealings with you." Gandhi makes an intriguing
argument here; if the British want India for trade, remove trade from the equation.

4. Finally, Gandhi argues that India will never be free unless it rejects western civilization itself. In the text
he is deeply critical of western civilization, claiming, “India is being ground down, not under the English
heel, but under that of modern civilization." He speaks about civilization not just in relation to India, though.
He argues that, “Western civilization is such that one has only to be patient and it will be self destroyed." It
is a profound repudiation. Not only is western civilization unhealthy for India, but western civilization is by
its own virtue unhealthy.
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From reader reviews:

Dawne Feliciano:

The book Hind Swaraj or Indian Home Rule can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Hind Swaraj or
Indian Home Rule? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many
data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you
take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Hind Swaraj or Indian
Home Rule has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Terrance Allen:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster.
And you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question since just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Hind Swaraj or Indian Home Rule to
read.

Mamie Esters:

The book with title Hind Swaraj or Indian Home Rule contains a lot of information that you can discover it.
You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that
exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how
the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-
book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Ellis Arnold:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Hind Swaraj or Indian Home Rule to make your
own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading.
Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Hind
Swaraj or Indian Home Rule can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of their time.
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