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A first-hand account of the remarkable transformation of China over the past forty years as seen
through the life of an award-winning journalist and his four Chinese classmates

As a twenty-year-old exchange student from Stanford University, John Pomfret spent a year at Nanjing
University in China. His fellow classmates were among those who survived the twin tragedies of Mao's
rule?the Great Leap Forward and the Cultural Revolution?and whose success in government and private
industry today are shaping China's future. Pomfret went on to a career in journalism, spending the bulk of his
time in China. After attending the twentieth reunion of his class, he decided to reacquaint himself with some
of his classmates. Chinese Lessons is their story and his own.

Beginning with Pomfret's first days in China, Chinese Lessons takes us back to the often torturous paths that
brought together the Nanjing University History Class of 1982. One classmate's father was killed during the
Cultural Revolution for the crime of being an intellectual; another classmate labored in the fields for years
rather than agree to a Party-arranged marriage; a third was forced to publicly denounce and humiliate her
father. As we watch Pomfret and his classmates begin to make their lives as adults, we see as never before
the human cost and triumph of China's transition from near-feudal communism to first-world capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Dominick Carter:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Chinese Lessons: Five Classmates and the Story of
the New China, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Abel Graham:

This Chinese Lessons: Five Classmates and the Story of the New China is great publication for you because
the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers
you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Chinese Lessons: Five Classmates and the Story of the New China in your hand like finding the world in
your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr.
and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Verna Tubbs:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Chinese Lessons: Five
Classmates and the Story of the New China which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's see.

Anne Corchado:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Chinese Lessons: Five Classmates and the Story of the
New China was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Chinese Lessons: Five
Classmates and the Story of the New China has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not
at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best
book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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