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First published in 1895, Sir Frederick Pollock and Frederic William Maitland's legal classic The History of
English Law before the Time of Edward I expanded the work of Sir Edward Coke and William Blackstone
by exploring the origins of key aspects of English common law and society and with them the development
of individual rights as these were gradually carved out from the authority of the Crown and the Church.
Although it has been more than a century since its initial publication, Pollock and Maitland's work is still
considered an accessible and useful foundational reference for scholars of medieval English law.

Volume one begins with an examination of Anglo-Saxon law, goes on to consider the changes in law
introduced by the Normans, then moves to the twelfth-century "Age of Glanvill," with the first great
compilation of English laws and customs, followed by the thirteenth-century "Age of Bracton," author of
another major treatise on the same subject. Volume two takes up different areas of English law topic by
topic, or as its authors labeled it, "The Doctrines of English Law in the Early Middle Ages." They consider
land tenure, marriage and wardship, fealty, the ranks of men both free and unfree, aliens, Jews,
excommunicates, women, and the churches and the King, before turning to the various jurisdictions of that
decentralized era.

The History of English law before the Time of Edward I helps readers explore the origins of English legal
exceptionalism and through the English tradition the basis of the law of America, Canada, Australia, and
other nations. This work is of interest to legal scholars, historians of the Middle Ages, political scientists,
political philosophers, and all those interested in Anglo-Saxon law and early law and society.

Sir Frederick Pollock (1845–1937) was educated at Eton before going to Trinity College, Cambridge. He
was admitted to the bar in 1871 and to the Privy Council in 1911. He taught at the University of Oxford from
1883 to 1903. Pollock wrote The Law of Torts and The Principles of Contract and served as editor of the
Law Quarterly Review and editor-in-chief of the Law Reports, the volumes in which decisions of the English
courts were published. Later he was made a judge of the admiralty court of the Cinque Ports.

Frederic William Maitland (1850–1906) was an English jurist and historian who, like Pollock, attended
Eton and then Trinity College, Cambridge. Maitland began publishing legal history in 1884 and four years
later he was elected to the Downing Chair of the Laws of England. He founded the Selden Society in 1886
and served as its general editor.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Dewees:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading whatever
they take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you
will require this The History of English Law before the Time of Edward I: In Two Volumes.

Marjorie Cook:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The History of English Law before the Time of
Edward I: In Two Volumes. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important the book The History of English Law before the Time of Edward I: In Two Volumes.
You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open
a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to
the library. Let's learn.

Bobby Hanke:

The particular book The History of English Law before the Time of Edward I: In Two Volumes will bring
someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book The History of English
Law before the Time of Edward I: In Two Volumes is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Robert Bowser:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The History of English Law before the Time of
Edward I: In Two Volumes was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
The History of English Law before the Time of Edward I: In Two Volumes has many kinds or type. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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