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One of the leading poets and cultural icons of the 20th century, Stephen Spender was a prominent writer,
literary critic, and social commentator--and close friend of some of the best-know creative talents of his day.
Now, in this penetrating biography, John Sutherland paints a vivid portrait of Spender and of the glittering
literary world of which he was a part, drawing on exclusive access to Spender's private papers.
This briskly paced, compelling narrative illuminates the vast range of Spender's literary, political, and artistic
interests. We follow Spender from childhood to his days at Oxford (where he first became friends with W.H.
Auden, Christopher Isherwood, and Isaiah Berlin); to his meteoric rise as poet in the 1930s, while still in his
twenties; to his later years as cultural statesman, at home in both Britain and America. We witness many of
the century's defining moments through Spender's eyes: the Spanish Civil War, World War II, the Cold War,
the 1960s sexual revolution, and the rise of America as a cultural force. And along the way, we are
introduced to many of Spender's accomplished friends, including Dylan Thomas, Sylvia Plath, Cecil Day-
Lewis, Joseph Brodsky, Lucian Freud, George Orwell, Virginia Woolf, and T.S. Eliot. Perhaps most
important, Sutherland has been granted exclusive access to Spender's private papers by his wife Natasha
Spender. Thus he is able to provide a far more intimate look at the poet's personal life than has appeared in
previous biographies.
Featuring 36 unpublished photographs, Stephen Spender: A Literary Life throws light not only on this
supremely gifted writer, but also on the literary and social history of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

William Leighty:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Stephen Spender:
A Literary Life suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the
book untitled Stephen Spender: A Literary Lifeis a single of several books which everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Brian Wilson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Stephen Spender: A Literary Life, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Hazel Makowski:

The book Stephen Spender: A Literary Life has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after looking over this book.

Jamie Durbin:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Stephen Spender: A
Literary Life as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve,
any other book likes Stephen Spender: A Literary Life to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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