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At the start of the twentieth century, tales of “how the other half lives” experienced a surge in popularity.
People looking to go slumming without leaving home turned to these narratives for spectacular revelations of
the underworld and sordid details about the deviants who populated it.

In this major rethinking of American literature and culture, Scott Herring explores how a key group of
authors manipulated this genre to paradoxically evade the confines of sexual identification. Queering the
Underworld examines a range of writers, from Jane Addams and Willa Cather to Carl Van Vechten and
Djuna Barnes, revealing how they fulfilled the conventions of slumming literature but undermined its goals,
and in the process, queered the genre itself. Their work frustrated the reader’s desire for sexual knowledge,
restored the inscrutability of sexual identity, and cast doubt on the value of a homosexual subculture made
visible and therefore subject to official control.

Herring is persuasive and polemical in connecting these writers to ongoing debates about lesbian and gay
history and politics, and Queering the Underworld will be widely read by students and scholars of literature,
history, and sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Jorge Wilson:

This Queering the Underworld: Slumming, Literature, and the Undoing of Lesbian and Gay History book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading
this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific Queering the Underworld: Slumming,
Literature, and the Undoing of Lesbian and Gay History without we realize teach the one who examining it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Queering the Underworld: Slumming,
Literature, and the Undoing of Lesbian and Gay History can bring when you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This
Queering the Underworld: Slumming, Literature, and the Undoing of Lesbian and Gay History having great
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Rosalie Lloyd:

The reserve untitled Queering the Underworld: Slumming, Literature, and the Undoing of Lesbian and Gay
History is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content
that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand.
The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Queering the Underworld: Slumming,
Literature, and the Undoing of Lesbian and Gay History from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy free time.

Carla Helton:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent the whole day to reading a guide. The book Queering the Underworld: Slumming, Literature, and the
Undoing of Lesbian and Gay History it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this
book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you
can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book provides high quality.

Alva Stephenson:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Queering the Underworld: Slumming, Literature, and the Undoing of Lesbian and Gay



History. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can
bring you from one destination for a other place.
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