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Set in the conformist 1950s and reaching back to span two world wars, Ellen Baker’ s superb novel is the
story of a newlywed who falls in love with a grand abandoned house and begins to unravel dark secrets
woven through the generations of a family. Like Whitney Otto’s How to Make an American Quilt in its
intimate portrayal of women’ s lives, and reminiscent of novels by Elizabeth Berg and Anne Tyler, Keeping
the House is a rich tapestry of a novel that introduces a wonderful new fiction writer.

When Dolly Magnuson moves to Pine Rapids, Wisconsin, in 1950, she discovers all too soon that making
marriage work is harder than it looks in the pages of the Ladies’ Home Journal. Dolly tries to adapt to her
new life by keeping the house, supporting her husband’s career, and fretting about dinner menus. She even
gives up her dream of flying an airplane, trying instead to fit in at the stuffy Ladies Aid quilting circle. Soon,
though, her loneliness and restless imagination are seized by the vacant house on the hill. As Dolly’s life and
marriage become increasingly difficult, she begins to lose herself in piecing together the story of three
generations of Mickelson men and women: Wilma Mickelson, who came to Pine Rapids as a new bride in
1896 and fell in love with a man who was not her husband; her oldest son, Jack, who fought as a Marine in
the trenches of World War I; and Jack’s son, JJ, a troubled veteran of World War II, who returns home to
discover Dolly in his grandparents’ house.

As the crisis in Dolly’s marriage escalates, she not only escapes into JJ’s stories of his family’s past but finds
in them parallels to her own life. As Keeping the House moves back and forth in time, it eloquently explores
themes of wartime heroism and passionate love, of the struggles of men’s struggles with fatherhood and war
and of women’s conflicts with issues of conformity, identity, forbidden dreams, and love.

Beautifully written and atmospheric, Keeping the House illuminates the courage it takes to shape and reshape
a life, and the difficulty of ever knowing the truth about another person’s desires. Keeping the House is an
unforgettable novel about small-town life and big matters of the heart.
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From reader reviews:

Lela Hird:

The knowledge that you get from Keeping the House: A Novel may be the more deep you searching the
information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is
hard to be aware of but Keeping the House: A Novel giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this particular Keeping the House: A Novel instantly.

Gloria Pruitt:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Keeping the House: A Novel your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before.
The Keeping the House: A Novel giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but
also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern
here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Sharon Garon:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Keeping the House: A
Novel that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all
over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react to the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of
you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is
possible to pick Keeping the House: A Novel become your current starter.

Donna Solano:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Keeping the House: A Novel e-book
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill
only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Keeping the House: A Novel as good book not
simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its
deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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