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An important examination of Charles Chesnutt as a practitioner of realism.
 
With the release of previously unpublished novels and a recent proliferation of critical studies on his life and
work, Charles W. Chesnutt (1858–1932) has emerged as a major American writer of his time—the age of
Howells, Twain, and Wharton. In Chesnutt and Realism, Ryan Simmons breaks new ground by theorizing
how understandings of literary realism have shaped, and can continue to shape, the reception of Chesnutt’s
work.
 
Although Chesnutt is typically acknowledged as the most prominent African American writer of the realist
period, little attention has been paid to the central question of this study: what does it mean to call Chesnutt a
realist? A writer whose career was circumscribed by the dismal racial politics of his era, Chesnutt refused to
conform to literary conventions for depicting race. Nor did he use his imaginative skills to evade the realities
he and other African Americans faced. Rather, he experimented with ways of portraying reality that could
elicit an appropriate, proportionate response to it, as Simmons demonstrates in extended readings of each of
Chestnutt’s novels, including important unpublished works that have been overlooked by previous critics.
 
Chesnutt and Realism also addresses a curiously neglected subject in American literary studies—the
relationship between American literary realism and race. By taking Chesnutt seriously as a contributor to
realism, this book articulates the strategies by which one African American intellectual helped to define the
discourses that influenced his fate.
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From reader reviews:

Freddie Patton:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is Chesnutt and Realism: A Study of the Novels (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism).

Rene Hudson:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and
soon. The Chesnutt and Realism: A Study of the Novels (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) will give you a
new experience in studying a book.

Elizabeth Johannes:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is Chesnutt and Realism: A Study of the Novels (Amer Lit Realism &
Naturalism) this book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of
you.

Stephen Morgan:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Chesnutt and Realism: A Study of the Novels (Amer Lit Realism &
Naturalism) was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of
a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book
which you wanted.
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