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In the bustling cities of the mid-nineteenth-century Northeast, young male clerks working in commercial
offices and stores were on the make, persistently seeking wealth, respect, and self-gratification. Yet these
strivers and "counter jumpers" discovered that claiming the identities of independent men while making
sense of a volatile capitalist economy and fluid urban society was fraught with uncertainty. In On the Make,
Brian P. Luskey illuminates at once the power of the ideology of self-making and the important contests over
the meanings of respectability, manhood, and citizenship that helped to determine who clerks were and who
they would become. Drawing from a rich array of archival materials, including clerks' diaries, newspapers,
credit reports, census data, advice literature, and fiction, Luskey argues that a better understanding of clerks
and clerking helps make sense of the culture of capitalism and the society it shaped in this pivotal era.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Cooper:

The book On the Make: Clerks and the Quest for Capital in Nineteenth-Century America (American History
and Culture) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book On the Make: Clerks and the Quest for Capital in
Nineteenth-Century America (American History and Culture)? A number of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book On the Make: Clerks and the Quest for Capital in Nineteenth-Century
America (American History and Culture) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function
for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Jesse Reid:

This book untitled On the Make: Clerks and the Quest for Capital in Nineteenth-Century America (American
History and Culture) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you
read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or
you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
publication from your list.

Angeline Stallings:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many
books in the top listing in your reading list is actually On the Make: Clerks and the Quest for Capital in
Nineteenth-Century America (American History and Culture). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this guide
you can get many advantages.

Florence Taylor:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book On the Make: Clerks and the Quest for
Capital in Nineteenth-Century America (American History and Culture) to make your own reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and looking at
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the
publication On the Make: Clerks and the Quest for Capital in Nineteenth-Century America (American



History and Culture) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of this time.
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