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An inner life of Johannesburg that turns on the author's fascination with maps, boundaries, and
transgressions

Lost and Found in Johannesburg begins with a transgression?the armed invasion of a private home in the
South African city of Mark Gevisser's birth. But far more than the riveting account of a break-in, this is a
daring exploration of place and the boundaries upon which identities are mapped.
As a child growing up in apartheid South Africa, Gevisser becomes obsessed with a street guide called
Holmden's Register of Johannesburg, which literally erases entire black townships. Johannesburg, he
realizes, is full of divisions between black and white, rich and poor, gay and straight; a place that "draws its
energy precisely from its atomization and its edge, its stacking of boundaries against one another." Here,
Gevisser embarks on a quest to understand the inner life of his city.
Gevisser uses maps, family photographs, shards of memory, newspaper clippings, and courtroom testimony
to chart his intimate history of Johannesburg. He begins by tracing his family's journey from the Orthodox
world of a Lithuanian shtetl to the white suburban neighborhoods where separate servants' quarters were
legally required at every house. Gevisser, who eventually marries a black man, tells stories of others who
have learned to define themselves "within, and across, and against," the city's boundaries. He recalls the
double lives of gay men like Phil and Edgar, the ever-present housekeepers and gardeners, and the private
swimming pools where blacks and whites could be discreetly intimate, even though the laws of apartheid
strictly prohibited sex between people of different races. And he explores physical barriers like The Wilds, a
large park that divides Johannesburg's affluent Northern Suburbs from two of its poorest neighborhoods. It is
this park that the three men who held Gevisser at gunpoint crossed the night of their crime.
An ode to both the marked and unmarked landscape of Gevisser's past, Lost and Found in Johannesburg is
an existential guide to one of the most complex cities on earth. As Gevisser writes, "Maps would have no
purchase on us, no currency at all, if we were not in danger of running aground, of getting lost, of dislocation
and even death without them. All maps awaken in me a desire to be lost and to be found . . . [They force] me
to remember something I must never allow myself to forget: Johannesburg, my hometown, is not the city I
think I know."
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Thibault:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Lost and Found in Johannesburg: A Memoir.

Mamie Shaw:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy
read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Lost and Found in
Johannesburg: A Memoir is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Ralph Scott:

The book untitled Lost and Found in Johannesburg: A Memoir is the guide that recommended to you you
just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language that
writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write
the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book
of Lost and Found in Johannesburg: A Memoir from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Henry Jones:

You can obtain this Lost and Found in Johannesburg: A Memoir by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of
this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means
of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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