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A study of the lives of popular theater artists, Stigmas of the Tamil Stage is the first in-depth analysis of
Special Drama, a genre of performance unique to the southernmost Indian state of Tamilnadu. Held in towns
and villages throughout the region, Special Drama performances last from 10 p.m. until dawn. There are no
theatrical troupes in Special Drama; individual artists are contracted “specially” for each event. The first two
hours of each performance are filled with the kind of bawdy, improvisational comedy that is the primary
focus of this study; the remaining hours present more markedly staid dramatic treatments of myth and
history. Special Drama artists themselves are of all ages, castes, and ethnic and religious affiliations; the one
common denominator in their lives is their lower-class status. Artists regularly speak of how poverty
compelled their entrance into the field.

Special Drama is looked down upon by the middle- and upper-classes as too popular, too vulgar, and too
“mixed.” The artists are stigmatized: people insult them in public and landlords refuse to rent to them.
Stigma falls most heavily, however, on actresses, who are marked as “public women” by their participation
in Special Drama. As Susan Seizer’s sensitive study shows, one of the primary ways the performers deal
with such stigma is through humor and linguistic play. Their comedic performances in particular directly
address questions of class, culture, and gender deviations—the very issues that so stigmatize them. Seizer
draws on extensive interviews with performers, sponsors, audience members, and drama agents as well as on
careful readings of live Special Drama performances in considering the complexities of performers’ lives
both on stage and off.
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From reader reviews:

Jodi Saldana:

Here thing why this specific Stigmas of the Tamil Stage: An Ethnography of Special Drama Artists in South
India are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Stigmas of the Tamil Stage: An
Ethnography of Special Drama Artists in South India giving you information deeper and different ways, you
can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with Stigmas of the Tamil Stage: An
Ethnography of Special Drama Artists in South India. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.
You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. Should
you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Stigmas of the Tamil Stage: An
Ethnography of Special Drama Artists in South India in e-book can be your substitute.

Clarence Nelson:

Often the book Stigmas of the Tamil Stage: An Ethnography of Special Drama Artists in South India will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book
Stigmas of the Tamil Stage: An Ethnography of Special Drama Artists in South India is much recommended
to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the
book.

Effie Phillips:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Stigmas of the Tamil Stage: An Ethnography of Special Drama Artists in South India the mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Stigmas of the Tamil Stage: An Ethnography of Special
Drama Artists in South India giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Jocelyn Lee:

You can find this Stigmas of the Tamil Stage: An Ethnography of Special Drama Artists in South India by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking



because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways
to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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