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The 1930s exodus of "Okies" dispossessed by repeated droughts and failed crop prices was a relatively brief
interlude in the history of migrant agricultural labor. Yet it attracted wide attention through the publication of
John Steinbeck's The Grapes of Wrath (1939) and the images of Farm Security Administration
photographers such as Dorothea Lange and Arthur Rothstein. Ironically, their work risked sublimating the
subjects—real people and actual experience—into aesthetic artifacts, icons of suffering, deprivation, and
despair. Working for the Farm Security Administration in California's migrant labor camps in 1938-39,
Sanora Babb, a young journalist and short story writer, together with her sister Dorothy, a gifted amateur
photographer, entered the intimacy of the dispossessed farmers' lives as insiders, evidenced in the immediacy
and accuracy of their writings and photos. Born in Oklahoma and raised on a dryland farm, the Babb sisters
had unparalleled access to the day-by-day harsh reality of field labor and family life.

This book presents a vivid, firsthand account of the Dust Bowl refugees, the migrant labor camps, and the
growth of labor activism among Anglo and Mexican farm workers in California's agricultural valleys linked
by the "Dirty Plate Trail" (Highway 99). It draws upon the detailed field notes that Sanora Babb wrote while
in the camps, as well as on published articles and short stories about the migrant workers and an excerpt
from her Dust Bowl novel, Whose Names Are Unknown. Like Sanora's writing, Dorothy's photos reveal an
unmediated, personal encounter with the migrants, portraying the social and emotional realities of their
actual living and working conditions, together with their efforts to organize and to seek temporary recreation.
An authority in working-class literature and history, volume editor Douglas Wixson places the Babb sisters'
work in relevant historical and social-political contexts, examining their role in reconfiguring the Dust Bowl
exodus as a site of memory in the national consciousness.

Focusing on the material conditions of everyday existence among the Dust Bowl refugees, the words and
images of these two perceptive young women clearly show that, contrary to stereotype, the "Okies" were a
widely diverse people, including not only Steinbeck's sharecropper "Joads" but also literate, independent
farmers who, in the democracy of the FSA camps, found effective ways to rebuild lives and create
communities.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Ham:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities
Research Center Imprint), you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Debbie Jackson:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to reading a
guide. The book On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom
Humanities Research Center Imprint) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

William Stewart:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities
Research Center Imprint) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word written
in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous
to. The On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities
Research Center Imprint) giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Donna Layne:

This On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities



Research Center Imprint) is completely new way for you who has attention to look for some information
because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else
you who still having little bit of digest in reading this On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl
Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint) can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books create
itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think
that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So
, don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.
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