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While it has often been recognised that the development of Christian orthodoxy was stimulated by the
speculations of those who are now called heretics, it is still widely assumed that their contribution was
merely catalytic, that they called forth the exposition of what the main church already believed but had not
yet been required to formulate. This book maintains that scholars have underrated the constructive role of
these 'heretical' peculations in the evolution of dogma, showing that salient elements in the doctrines of the
fall, the Trinity and the union of God and man in Christ derive from teachings that were initially rejected by
the main church. Mark Edwards also reveals how authors who epitomised orthodoxy in their own day
sometimes favoured teachings which were later considered heterodox, and that their doctrines underwent
radical revision before they became a fixed element of orthodoxy. The first half of the volume discusses the
role of Gnostic theologians in the formation of catholic thought; the second half will offer an unfashionable
view of the controversies which gave rise to the councils of Nicaea, Ephesus and Chalcedon. Many of the
theories advanced here have not been broached elsewhere, and no synthesis on this scale had been attempted
by other scholars. While this book proposes a revision in the scholarly perception of early Christendom, it
also demonstrates the essential unity of the tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Laura Wilson:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Catholicity and Heresy in the Early
Church will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Adele Rowan:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Catholicity and Heresy in the
Early Church. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or
other social media.

Debra Unger:

This Catholicity and Heresy in the Early Church book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you
will get. That Catholicity and Heresy in the Early Church without we recognize teach the one who reading
through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Catholicity and Heresy in the
Early Church can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because
you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Catholicity and Heresy in the Early Church having
very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Valarie Chamberlin:

This Catholicity and Heresy in the Early Church are reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The explanation of this Catholicity and Heresy in the Early Church can be one of several great books
you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information
that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Catholicity and Heresy in the
Early Church giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.
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