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Inner-city black women open their hearts to share the pain of crack addiction and its consequences

Behind the Eight Ball: Sex for Crack Cocaine Exchange and Poor Black Women documents an American
tragedy that highlights the widening gap between social and economic classes. In their own words, poor
black women—nameless, faceless, and marginalized by poverty—share the details of their lives before and
after crack cocaine invaded their communities, each recalling the circumstances of her introduction to the
drug and her first experience using sex to support her addiction. These candid interviews expose the
socioeconomic changes in inner-city neighborhoods that created the perfect conditions for a crack
stronghold; the crack cocaine economy's impact on the lives of inner-city residents; and the social and
familial consequences of crack addiction among poor, black women.

Behind the Eight Ball: Sex for Crack Cocaine Exchange and Poor Black Women places crack addiction,
crack-related prostitution and its consequences, STDs, HIV, and pregnancy into the context of the larger
social issues of inner-city poverty, race, gender, and class. This unique book reveals the sex-for-crack barter
system as evidence of a long-term social exclusion and systemic racism that has worked to destroy the self-
image of poor black American women. The women interviewed reflect this negative image, exchanging sex
for crack on a regular basis to support their addictions at the risk-and reality-of unplanned pregnancies.

“The baby I am carrying now, I don’t know who the father is. There are a few (men) that I had sex with
around the time I got pregnant—that day. But which one it is, I don’t know who.”

Behind the Eight Ball: Sex for Crack Cocaine Exchange and Poor Black Women examines:

why poor black women addicted to crack are disproportionately at risk for sexually transmitted diseases,●

including HIV, and unplanned pregnancies
how the social and economic characteristics of poor black communities support crack distribution and●

consumption
how crack use and the exchange of sex for crack damages struggling black families●

why the care of many children is entrusted to child welfare agencies●

how and why women are marginalized in the crack culture●

Behind the Eight Ball: Sex for Crack Cocaine Exchange and Poor Black Women is an insightful and
enlightening look at the motivations behind the decision to risk illness, injury, disease, death, and pregnancy
to support addiction.
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From reader reviews:

Dawn Campbell:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read will be Behind the Eight Ball: Sex for Crack Cocaine Exchange and Poor Black Women.

Bonnie Vassallo:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Behind the Eight Ball: Sex for Crack Cocaine Exchange and Poor Black Women your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The Behind the Eight Ball: Sex for Crack Cocaine
Exchange and Poor Black Women giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but
also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning
an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Rayford Alexander:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Behind the Eight Ball: Sex for
Crack Cocaine Exchange and Poor Black Women that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who
want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick Behind the Eight Ball: Sex for Crack Cocaine
Exchange and Poor Black Women become your current starter.

Karen Lambert:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Behind the Eight Ball: Sex for Crack Cocaine Exchange and Poor
Black Women why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading



6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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