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The Origins of Jewish Mysticism offers the first in-depth ook at the history of Jewish mysticism from the
book of Ezekiel to the Merkavah mysticism of |ate antiquity. The Merkavah movement is widely recognized
asthefirst full-fledged expression of Jewish mysticism, one that had important ramifications for classical
rabbinic Judaism and the emergence of the Kabbalah in twelfth-century Europe. Y et until now, the origins
and development of till earlier forms of Jewish mysticism have been largely overlooked.

In this book, Peter Schéfer sheds new light on Ezekiel's tantalizing vision, the apocalyptic literature of
Enoch, the Dead Sea Scrolls, the writings of the Hellenistic Jewish philosopher Philo, the rabbinical writings
of the Talmudic period, and the esotericism of the Merkavah mystics. Schéfer questions whether we can
accurately speak of Jewish mysticism as a uniform, coherent phenomenon with origins in Judaism's mythical
past. Rather than imposing preconceived notions about "mysticism" on agreat variety of writings that arose
from different cultural, religious, and historical settings, he reveals what these writings seek to tell us about
the age-old human desire to get close to and communicate with God.
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From reader reviews:
Beverly Dyar:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Origins of Jewish Mysticism your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in abook then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
previousto. The The Origins of Jewish Mysticism giving you another experience more than blown away
your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life on thisera. So now let us present to
you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Juan M oses:

The Origins of Jewish Mysticism can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend
that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to
set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Origins of Jewish Mysticism however doesn't forget
the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you
can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial considering.

James Robinson:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Origins of Jewish Mysticism book
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still question The Origins of Jewish Mysticism as good book but not
only by the cover but also by content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by itsinclude, so
do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick thisl? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
aready said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Doyle Swoope:

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because al this time you only find book that
need more time to be study. The Origins of Jewish Mysticism can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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