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National Book Award-winner Jesmyn Ward takes James Baldwin’s 1963 examination of race in America,
The Fire Next Time, as a jumping off point for this groundbreaking collection of essays and poems about
race from the most important voices of her generation and our time.

In light of recent tragedies and widespread protests across the nation, The Progressive magazine republished
one of its most famous pieces: James Baldwin’s 1962 “Letter to My Nephew,” which was later published in
his landmark book, The Fire Next Time. Addressing his fifteen-year-old namesake on the one hundredth
anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation, Baldwin wrote: “You know and I know, that the country is
celebrating one hundred years of freedom one hundred years too soon.”

Award-winning author Jesmyn Ward knows that Baldwin’s words ring as true as ever today. In response, she
has gathered short essays, memoir, and a few essential poems to engage the question of race in the United
States. And she has turned to some of her generation’s most original thinkers and writers—from Edwidge
Danticat, Natasha Trethewey, and Isabel Wilkerson, to Roxane Gay, Jelani Cobb, and Kevin Young—to give
voice to their concerns.

The Fire This Time is divided into three parts that shine a light on the darkest corners of our history, wrestle
with our current predicament, and envision a better future. Of the nineteen pieces, fifteen were written
specifically for this volume.

In the fifty-odd years since Baldwin’s essay was published, entire generations have dared everything and
made significant progress. But the idea that we are living in the post-Civil Rights era, that we are a “post-
racial” society is an inaccurate and harmful reflection of a truth the country must confront. Baldwin’s “fire
next time” is now upon us, and it needs to be talked about.
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From reader reviews:

Jacob King:

This The Fire This Time: A New Generation Speaks about Race book is just not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. This specific The Fire This Time: A New Generation Speaks about Race without we recognize
teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry The Fire This
Time: A New Generation Speaks about Race can bring when you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Fire
This Time: A New Generation Speaks about Race having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will
not feel uninterested in reading.

Salina Juarez:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
soon. The The Fire This Time: A New Generation Speaks about Race offer you a new experience in reading
through a book.

Alan Archuleta:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Fire This Time: A New Generation Speaks
about Race can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Eric Valentine:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims The Fire This Time: A
New Generation Speaks about Race.
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