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The idea of a balance of nature has been a dominant part of Western philosophy since before Aristotle, and it
persists in the public imagination and even among some ecologists today. In this lively and thought-
provoking book, John Kricher demonstrates that nature in fact is not in balance, nor has it ever been at any
stage in Earth's history. He explains how and why this notion of a natural world in balance has endured for
so long, and he shows why, in these times of extraordinary human influence on the planet's ecosystems, it is
critical that we accept and understand that evolution is a fact of life, and that ecology is far more dynamic
than we ever imagined.

The Balance of Nature traces the fascinating history of the science of ecology and evolutionary biology, from
the discipline's early innovators to the advent of Darwin and evolution, to the brilliant and inquisitive
scientific minds of today. Blending insights and entertaining stories from his own remarkable life in science,
Kricher reveals how evolution is a powerful engine that drives ecological change, how nature is constantly in
flux and, in effect, quite naturally out of balance--and how notions to the contrary are misguided and
ultimately hazardous to us all.

The Balance of Nature forcefully argues that an understanding of the dynamic nature of ecology and
evolution is essential to formulating policies of environmental ethics to guide humanity toward a more
responsible stewardship of our planet's ecosystems.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Goodrow:

This The Balance of Nature: Ecology's Enduring Myth are reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Balance of Nature: Ecology's Enduring Myth can be
one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an
individual with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this The Balance of Nature: Ecology's Enduring Myth forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Bonnie Boyd:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Balance of Nature: Ecology's Enduring Myth
can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Elliot Weber:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Balance of Nature: Ecology's Enduring Myth why because the great
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will
be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick
up this book.

Gloria Lockwood:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be read. The Balance of Nature: Ecology's Enduring Myth can be your answer given it can
be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.
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