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To save precious centuries-old Arabic texts from Al Qaeda, a band of librarians in Timbuktu pulls off a
brazen heist worthy of Ocean’s Eleven.

In the 1980s, a young adventurer and collector for a government library, Abdel Kader Haidara, journeyed
across the Sahara Desert and along the Niger River, tracking down and salvaging tens of thousands of
ancient Islamic and secular manuscripts that had fallen into obscurity. The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu
tells the incredible story of how Haidara, a mild-mannered archivist and historian from the legendary city of
Timbuktu, later became one of the world’s greatest and most brazen smugglers.

In 2012, thousands of Al Qaeda militants from northwest Africa seized control of most of Mali, including
Timbuktu. They imposed Sharia law, chopped off the hands of accused thieves, stoned to death unmarried
couples, and threatened to destroy the great manuscripts. As the militants tightened their control over
Timbuktu, Haidara organized a dangerous operation to sneak all 350,000 volumes out of the city to the safety
of southern Mali.

Over the past twenty years, journalist Joshua Hammer visited Timbuktu numerous times and is uniquely
qualified to tell the story of Haidara’s heroic and ultimately successful effort to outwit Al Qaeda and
preserve Mali’s—and the world’s—literary patrimony. Hammer explores the city’s manuscript heritage and
offers never-before-reported details about the militants’ march into northwest Africa. But above all, The
Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu is an inspiring account of the victory of art and literature over extremism.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Sanchez:

The book The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu: And Their Race to Save the World's Most Precious
Manuscripts will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea
is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book The
Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu: And Their Race to Save the World's Most Precious Manuscripts is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
quickly to read the book.

Erica Rawlins:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer can be The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu: And Their Race to Save the World's Most
Precious Manuscripts why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will
not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Barbara Roundtree:

You could spend your free time to read this book this guide. This The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu: And
Their Race to Save the World's Most Precious Manuscripts is simple to create you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the
book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Christopher Suttle:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu: And
Their Race to Save the World's Most Precious Manuscripts can make you experience more interested to read.
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