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When America declared war on Germany in 1917, the United States had only 200,000 men under arms, a
twentieth of the German army's strength, and its planes were no match for the German air force. Less than a
century later, the United States today has by far the world's largest military budget and provides over 40% of
the world's armaments.

In American Arsenal Patrick Coffey examines America's military transformation from an isolationist state to
a world superpower. Focusing on fifteen specific developments, Coffey illustrates the unplanned, often
haphazard nature of this transformation, which has been driven by political, military, technological, and
commercial interests. Beginning with Thomas Edison's work on submarine technology, American Arsenal
moves from World War I to the present conflicts in the Middle East, covering topics from chemical weapons,
strategic bombing, and the nuclear standoff with the Soviet Union, to "smart" bombs, hand-held anti-aircraft
missiles, and the Predator and other drone aircrafts. Coffey traces the story of each advance in weaponry
from drawing board to battlefield, and includes fascinating portraits of the men who invented and deployed
them -Edward Teller, "the father of the hydrogen bomb", Robert Oppenheimer, head of atomic bomb design
at Los Alamos; Curtis LeMay, who led the fire-bombing of Japan; Herman Kahn, nuclear strategist and a
model for Stanley Kubrick's Dr. Strangelove; Abraham Karem, inventor of the Predator, and many others.
Coffey also examines the increasingly detached nature of modern American warfare- the ultimate goal is to
remove soldiers from the battlefield entirely- which limits casualties (211,454 in Vietnam and only 1,231 in
the Gulf War) but also lessens the political and psychological costs of going to war.

Examining the backstories of every major American weapons development, American Arsenal is essential
reading for anyone interested in the continuing evolution of the U.S. defense program.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Hart:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called
American Arsenal: A Century of Waging War? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree
with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Evan Miller:

The book American Arsenal: A Century of Waging War give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book American Arsenal:
A Century of Waging War to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available
and read a guide American Arsenal: A Century of Waging War. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Justin Oliver:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this American Arsenal: A Century of
Waging War book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Todd Porter:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like American Arsenal: A Century
of Waging War which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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