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A handy guide to making sense of a nautical chart

Whether they are paper or electronic, charts are the most fundamental navigational tool. Making the best use
of them requires a great understanding of symbols and abbreviations, as well as an awareness of the limits of
accuracy in positions and soundings. Understanding a Nautical Chart not only helps you to read a chart, it
allows you to understand that information and use it to navigate safely. Learning the abbreviations and
symbols are critical to anybody using a chart and before you can use one, you must know them or at have
easy access to the definitions, all of which are included in a full copy of the key to UKHO charts (Chart
5011).

Explains how to establish the accuracy of charts to allow you to navigate with confidence and safety●

Written by a former Royal Navy Deputy Commander in Chief, Paul Boissier●

Includes a full copy of the key to UKHO chart symbols (Chart 5011).●

The chart information included is presented in the following sections: 

General ●

Chart Number, Title, Marginal Notes, Positions, Distances, Directions, Compass 
Topography ●

Natural Features, Cultural Features, Landmarks, Ports,  Topographic Terms 
Hydrography●

Tides, Currents, Depths, Nature of the Seabed, Rocks, Wrecks, Obstructions, Offshore Installations,
Tracks, Routes Areas, Limits, Hydrographic Terms
Aids and Services●

Lights, Buoys, Beacons, Fog Signals, Radar, Radio, Electronic Position-Fixing Systems,  Services, Small
Craft Facilities 
Alphabetical Index●

Index of Abbreviations, International Abbreviations, List of Descriptors, IALA Maritime Buoyage System
Chart 5011●

 

About the author: Paul Boissier has spent much of his professional life at sea and was a senior admiral in
the Royal Navy. He is also a very experienced yachtsman and has cruised extensively. These perspectives
make him the ideal author this guide. Paul is now the chief executive of the RNLI (Royal National Lifeboat
Institution), the charity that saves lives at sea and operates over 340 lifeboats around the UK and the
Republic of Ireland.
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Nelson:

This Understanding a Nautical Chart: A Practical Guide to Safe Navigation (Wiley Nautical) book is simply
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this
book is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This Understanding a Nautical Chart: A Practical Guide to
Safe Navigation (Wiley Nautical) without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Understanding a Nautical Chart: A Practical Guide to Safe
Navigation (Wiley Nautical) can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow
to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Understanding a Nautical
Chart: A Practical Guide to Safe Navigation (Wiley Nautical) having fine arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Robert Olsen:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Understanding a Nautical Chart:
A Practical Guide to Safe Navigation (Wiley Nautical) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Bryan Lewis:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Understanding a Nautical Chart: A Practical Guide to
Safe Navigation (Wiley Nautical) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Carol Ton:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Understanding a Nautical Chart: A
Practical Guide to Safe Navigation (Wiley Nautical) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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