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In January 1933, the United Textile Workers of America was in danger of collapse. Its membership was no
larger than 15,000; its attempts to organize southern workers had failed disastrously; and it was constantly
under attack from rival organizations. Yet, barely eighteen months later, with 300,000 dues-paying members,
with newly established or revived branches covering southern cotton textile workers, as well as northern
woolen and worsted workers, silk and jacquard weavers, dyers and finishers, even rayon workers, and with
locals in 208 cities, towns, and mill villages, the UTW was about to embark on what one historian has
termed “the greatest single industrial conflict in the history of American labor.” The General Textile Strike of
1934 is the story of that conflict.

The few historians who have concerned themselves at all with the 1934 textile strike have all concentrated on
its southern aspect, presenting it as a southern event, a cotton textile event. No one argues that the South and
cotton were not crucial to the strike’s story. It was cotton mill workers’ anger over the broken promises of
the National Industrial Recovery Act that had forced a reluctant UTW leadership into supporting a strike
vote. No industry leader was more devious in his dealings with the UTW leaders than George Sloan, the
chair of the Cotton Code Authority and head of the Cotton Textile Institute. Nevertheless, the 1934 strike
was a nationwide one, involving hundreds of thousands of silk, woolen, and rayon workers, all represented
by the UTW and mostly living in states outside the South. Moreover, Peter Van Horn and Arthur Besse, head
of the Silk and Woolen Code Authorities, respectively, lost little to Sloan in their intransigence toward
labor’s demands. And, though the great transfer of the cotton industry from New England to the South was
almost complete, there were still little pockets left in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Maine.

In The General Textile Strike of 1934, John Salmond tells everyone’s story. Looking at the strike from a
national and an industrywide perspective, Salmond explains why workers were willing to risk protesting and
describes the differences and similarities between southern and northern workers. Setting the strike within a
New Deal context and focusing on its impact on the future of labor relations in the industry and on the lives
of those who participated in it, The General Textile Strike of 1934 fills an important gap in American labor
history.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Cassady:

The book The General Textile Strike of 1934: From Maine to Alabama give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book The
General Textile Strike of 1934: From Maine to Alabama to become your habit, you can get more advantages,
like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like wide open and read a publication The General Textile Strike of 1934: From Maine to
Alabama. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how
do you think about this book?

Elliot Weber:

This The General Textile Strike of 1934: From Maine to Alabama is great publication for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can
claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having The General Textile Strike of 1934: From Maine to Alabama in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.
Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Amanda Furr:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The General
Textile Strike of 1934: From Maine to Alabama which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's view.

Estela Gillard:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is actually The General Textile Strike of 1934: From Maine to Alabama. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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