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Nearly 5,000 black Americans were lynched between 1890 and 1960. Over forty years later, Sherrilyn Ifill's
On the Courthouse Lawn examines the numerous ways that this racial trauma still resounds across the United
States. While the lynchings and their immediate aftermath were devastating, the little-known contemporary
consequences, such as the marginalization of political and economic development for black Americans, are
equally pernicious.

On the Courthouse Lawn investigates how the lynchings implicated average white citizens, some of whom
actively participated in the violence while many others witnessed the lynchings but did nothing to stop them.
Ifill observes that this history of complicity has become embedded in the social and cultural fabric of local
communities, who either supported, condoned, or ignored the violence. She traces the lingering effects of
two lynchings in Maryland to illustrate how ubiquitous this history is and issues a clarion call for American
communities with histories of racial violence to be proactive in facing this legacy today.

Inspired by South Africa's Truth and Reconciliation Commission, as well as by techniques of restorative
justice, Ifill provides concrete ideas to help communities heal, including placing gravestones on the
unmarked burial sites of lynching victims, issuing public apologies, establishing mandatory school programs
on the local history of lynching, financially compensating those whose family homes or businesses were
destroyed in the aftermath of lynching, and creating commemorative public spaces. Because the
contemporary effects of racial violence are experienced most intensely in local communities, Ifill argues that
reconciliation and reparation efforts must also be locally based in order to bring both black and white
Americans together in an efficacious dialogue.

A landmark book, On the Courthouse Lawn is a much-needed and urgent road map for communities finally
confronting lynching's long shadow by embracing pragmatic reconciliation and reparation efforts.
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From reader reviews:

Latoya Brown:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled On the Courthouse Lawn: Confronting the Legacy of Lynching
in the Twenty-first Century. Try to the actual book On the Courthouse Lawn: Confronting the Legacy of
Lynching in the Twenty-first Century as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you
really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in
your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So ,
let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Walter Harman:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take On the Courthouse Lawn: Confronting the Legacy of
Lynching in the Twenty-first Century as your daily resource information.

John Vandorn:

On the Courthouse Lawn: Confronting the Legacy of Lynching in the Twenty-first Century can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight
arrangement in writing On the Courthouse Lawn: Confronting the Legacy of Lynching in the Twenty-first
Century but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new
stage of crucial pondering.

Joshua Little:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be learn. On the Courthouse Lawn: Confronting the Legacy of Lynching in the Twenty-
first Century can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short free time
problems.
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