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Same-sex marriage has become one of the most volatile issues in American politics. But if most young
people support gay marriage, and if there are clear indicators that a substantial majority of the population
will soon favor it, why has the outcry against it been so strong?

Bancroft Prize-winning historian and legal expert Michael Klarman offers here an illuminating and engaging
account of modern litigation over same-sex marriage. After looking at the treatment of gays in the decades
after World War II and the birth of the modern gay rights movement with the Stonewall Rebellion in 1969,
Klarman describes the key legal cases involving gay marriage and the dramatic political backlashes they
ignited. He examines the Hawaii Supreme Court's ruling in 1993, which sparked a vast political backlash--
with more than 35 states and Congress enacting defense-of-marriage acts--and the Massachusetts decision in
Goodridge in 2003, which inspired more than 25 states to adopt constitutional bans on same-sex marriage.
Klarman traces this same pattern--court victory followed by dramatic backlash--through cases in Vermont,
California, and Iowa, taking the story right up to the present. He also describes some of the collateral
political damage caused by court decisions in favor of gay marriage--Iowa judges losing their jobs, Senator
Majority Leader Tom Daschle losing his seat, and the possibly dispositive impact of gay marriage on the
2004 presidential election. But Klarman also notes several ways in which litigation has accelerated the
coming of same-sex marriage: forcing people to discuss the issue, raising the hopes and expectations of gay
activists, and making other reforms like civil unions seem more moderate by comparison. In the end,
Klarman discusses how gay marriage is likely to evolve in the future, predicts how the U.S. Supreme Court
might ultimately resolve the issue, and assesses the costs and benefits of activists pursuing social reforms
such as gay marriage through the courts.

From the Closet to the Altar will stand as the definitive one-volume history of the tumultuous emergence of
same-sex marriage in American life as well as a landmark study of litigation, social reform, and the
phenomenon of political backlash to court decisions.
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From reader reviews:

Cinthia Beltran:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting From the Closet to the Altar:
Courts, Backlash, and the Struggle for Same-Sex Marriage that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick From the Closet to the Altar: Courts,
Backlash, and the Struggle for Same-Sex Marriage become your own personal starter.

Catherine Browning:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to
be read. From the Closet to the Altar: Courts, Backlash, and the Struggle for Same-Sex Marriage can be your
answer since it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Martha Robertson:

This From the Closet to the Altar: Courts, Backlash, and the Struggle for Same-Sex Marriage is fresh way
for you who has fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in
reading this From the Closet to the Altar: Courts, Backlash, and the Struggle for Same-Sex Marriage can be
the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone.
These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is
not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.

Martina White:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this From the Closet to the Altar: Courts, Backlash, and the Struggle for Same-Sex



Marriage can make you feel more interested to read.
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