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One of the most prolific and popular contemporary novelists, Stephen King has a devoted following of
captivated readers. This is the first critical work on King to examine his most recent novels, Dolores
Claiborne, Insomnia, and Rose Madder, and to analyze the many threads of his fiction in a way that is
accessible to young adults and general readers. It is designed to help the reader understand the carefully
organized narrative structure of his novels, the relation of his fiction to the horror and science fiction genres
and to each other, character development, and stylistic and thematic concerns that recur and evolve
throughout his work. Following a biographical chapter that links his life to the development of his fiction,
Russell offers an overview chapter on all his novels. Individual chapters examine nine representative novels:
in addition to the three mentioned above, Russell examines Salem's Lot, The Shining, The Stand, The Dark
Half, The Dark Tower III: The Waste Lands, and Needful Things. A complete bibliography of all Stephen
King's work, critical sources, and a listing of reviews of the novels examined in depth complete the work.

Each chapter deals with one novel and includes sections on plot and narrative structure, character
development, and thematic concerns. While concentrating on the elements of each novel, Russell also draws
comparisons to other novels in King's canon and points out their developmental relationship. She shows how
King uses horror, science fiction, and suspense to explore human relationships, how he expands traditional
approaches to genre by combining elements of the various genres in his fiction, and how he has continued to
grow as an artist throughout his career. Each novel is also examined from an alternative critical approach,
which offers the reader an additional perspective from which to read it. Because it is the only critique of
King to deal with his recent novels and has been designed for young adults and general readers, this critical
companion will be a key purchase for school and public libraries.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Monroe:

Here thing why this Stephen King: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary
Writers) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Stephen King: A Critical Companion
(Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) giving you information deeper as different ways,
you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Stephen King: A Critical Companion
(Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your
own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is
easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Stephen King: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) in e-book can be your alternate.

John Minnis:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the guide untitled Stephen King: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular
Contemporary Writers) can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Jesse Kennedy:

The particular book Stephen King: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary
Writers) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Sandra Birk:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Stephen King: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) or even others sources were given information for you. After
you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes Stephen King: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book



like this.
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