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It was the 1950’s and Betty Crocker, Jell-O, and TV sitcoms idealizing the perfect family were all the rage.
Unfortunately, they really didn’t make us happy.

Roles for women were defined by making their families happy or appear happy at all costs. Women were
expected to be the ideal caring mother, perfect homemaker and obedient wife, carrying out every wish of her
husband. Girls were expected to play with dolls, be poised and ladylike, and without complaint be stand-in
mothers.

This book is a firsthand account of what it was like growing up as a female in middle America during the
1950’s and living a completely different reality than what society is telling you should have.

Imagine growing up with colorful dysfunctional characters none of whom matched the societal norms of the
times. Your father is a verbal bully who evokes fear and silence among the children. Your mother is unable
to cope with not meeting the expectations of the perfect marriage, descends into alcoholism, and sudden
death. Add to this drama stressful financial conditions where even 5 cent sodas and 15 cent sundaes are a
rarity. What would you do? How do you survive?

The author found the answers to these questions in the kindness of loving grandparents, her spiritual
connection to the land and in breaking free by eloping at 19 to escape this family prison.
Forsythe provides a poignant narrative of the coercive expectations women faced during these years in a
style that is intimate, lyrical, deeply moving, and at times humorous. Anyone interested in the 1950’s,
women’s roles, and finding personal freedom will find this book a very satisfying read.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Lynch:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
book. The book It's the 1950s: Let's Pretend We're Happy: A True Story Of Rebelling Against Feminine
Roles Of The 1950's And Finding Freedom it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book
from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Virginia Villalon:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book
you have read is usually It's the 1950s: Let's Pretend We're Happy: A True Story Of Rebelling Against
Feminine Roles Of The 1950's And Finding Freedom.

Lane James:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This It's the 1950s: Let's Pretend We're Happy: A True
Story Of Rebelling Against Feminine Roles Of The 1950's And Finding Freedom can be the answer, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Samuel Lashley:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and It's the 1950s: Let's Pretend We're Happy: A
True Story Of Rebelling Against Feminine Roles Of The 1950's And Finding Freedom or maybe others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more
and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them
to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes It's the 1950s: Let's
Pretend We're Happy: A True Story Of Rebelling Against Feminine Roles Of The 1950's And Finding



Freedom to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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