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How did powder and paint, once scorned as immoral, become indispensable to millions of respectable
women? How did a "kitchen physic," as homemade cosmetics were once called, become a multibillion-dollar
industry? And how did men finally take over that rarest of institutions, a woman's business?

In Hope in a Jar, historian Kathy Peiss gives us the first full-scale social history of America's beauty culture,
from the buttermilk and rice powder recommended by Victorian recipe books to the mass-produced products
of our contemporary consumer age. She shows how women, far from being pawns and victims, used makeup
to declare their freedom, identity, and sexual allure as they flocked to enter public life. And she highlights
the leading role of white and black women—Helena Rubenstein and Annie Turnbo Malone, Elizabeth Arden
and Madame C. J. Walker—in shaping a unique industry that relied less on advertising than on women's
customs of visiting and conversation. Replete with the voices and experiences of ordinary women, Hope in a
Jar is a richly textured account of the ways women created the cosmetics industry and cosmetics created the
modern woman.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Ybarra:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Hope in a Jar: The Making of America's Beauty Culture. Try to
make book Hope in a Jar: The Making of America's Beauty Culture as your pal. It means that it can to
become your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it
is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Maria Lacher:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but
the problems coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Hope in a Jar: The
Making of America's Beauty Culture is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Steve Henry:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Hope in a Jar: The Making of America's Beauty Culture, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Ron Matthies:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is
this Hope in a Jar: The Making of America's Beauty Culture.
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