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In the 1980s, a wave of Chinese from Fujian province began arriving in America. Like other immigrant
groups before them, they showed up with little money but with an intense work ethic and an unshakeable
belief in the promise of the United States. Many of them lived in a world outside the law, working in a
shadow economy overseen by the ruthless gangs that ruled the narrow streets of New York's Chinatown.

The figure who came to dominate this Chinese underworld was a middle-aged grandmother known as Sister
Ping. Her path to the American dream began with an unusual business run out of a tiny noodle store on
Hester Street. From her perch above the shop, Sister Ping ran a full-service underground bank for illegal
Chinese immigrants. But her real business - a business that earned an estimated $40 million - was smuggling
people.

As a "snakehead", she built a complex and often vicious global conglomerate, relying heavily on familial
ties, and employing one of Chinatown's most violent gangs to protect her power and profits. Like an
underworld CEO, Sister Ping created an intricate smuggling network that stretched from Fujian Province to
Hong Kong to Burma to Thailand to Kenya to Guatemala to Mexico. Her ingenuity and drive were awe-
inspiring both to the Chinatown community, where she was revered as a homegrown Don Corleone, and to
the law enforcement officials who could never quite catch her.

Indeed, Sister Ping's empire only came to light in 1993 when the Golden Venture, a ship loaded with 300
undocumented immigrants, ran aground off a Queens beach. It took New York's fabled "Jade Squad" and the
FBI nearly 10 years to untangle the criminal network and home in on its unusual mastermind.

The Snakehead is a panoramic tale of international intrigue and a dramatic portrait of the underground
economy in which America's 12 million illegal immigrants live.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Bussey:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Snakehead: An Epic Tale of the Chinatown Underworld and the
American Dream. Try to make the book The Snakehead: An Epic Tale of the Chinatown Underworld and the
American Dream as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Jamie Hernandez:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book titled The
Snakehead: An Epic Tale of the Chinatown Underworld and the American Dream? Maybe it is to become
best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you
can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Bertha Morrison:

The book The Snakehead: An Epic Tale of the Chinatown Underworld and the American Dream gives you
the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase.
Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you
can make examining a book The Snakehead: An Epic Tale of the Chinatown Underworld and the American
Dream for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a book The
Snakehead: An Epic Tale of the Chinatown Underworld and the American Dream. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Genia Vanderford:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Snakehead: An
Epic Tale of the Chinatown Underworld and the American Dream book because this book offers you rich
facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.
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