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In the thirteenth century, Paris was the largest city in Western Europe, the royal capital of France, and the
seat of one of Europe's most important universities. In this vibrant and cosmopolitan city, the beguines,
women who wished to devote their lives to Christian ideals without taking formal vows, enjoyed a level of
patronage and esteem that was uncommon among like communities elsewhere. Some Parisian beguines
owned shops and played a vital role in the city's textile industry and economy. French royals and nobles
financially supported the beguinages, and university clerics looked to the beguines for inspiration in their
pedagogical endeavors. The Beguines of Medieval Paris examines these religious communities and their
direct participation in the city's commercial, intellectual, and religious life.

Drawing on an array of sources, including sermons, religious literature, tax rolls, and royal account books,
Tanya Stabler Miller contextualizes the history of Parisian beguines within a spectrum of lay religious
activity and theological controversy. She examines the impact of women on the construction of medieval
clerical identity, the valuation of women's voices and activities, and the surprising ways in which local
networks and legal structures permitted women to continue to identify as beguines long after a church
council prohibited the beguine status. Based on intensive archival research, The Beguines of Medieval Paris
makes an original contribution to the history of female religiosity and labor, university politics and
intellectual debates, royal piety, and the central place of Paris in the commerce and culture of medieval
Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Joy:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Beguines of Medieval Paris:
Gender, Patronage, and Spiritual Authority (The Middle Ages Series) will make you to end up being smarter.
You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or
reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that?
Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Edward Rideout:

This The Beguines of Medieval Paris: Gender, Patronage, and Spiritual Authority (The Middle Ages Series)
book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by
reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Beguines of Medieval Paris:
Gender, Patronage, and Spiritual Authority (The Middle Ages Series) without we realize teach the one who
studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry The Beguines of Medieval
Paris: Gender, Patronage, and Spiritual Authority (The Middle Ages Series) can bring if you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
phone. This The Beguines of Medieval Paris: Gender, Patronage, and Spiritual Authority (The Middle Ages
Series) having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Eleanor Yoo:

You could spend your free time to see this book this publication. This The Beguines of Medieval Paris:
Gender, Patronage, and Spiritual Authority (The Middle Ages Series) is simple bringing you can read it in
the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your
smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Steven Ward:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This The Beguines of Medieval Paris: Gender,
Patronage, and Spiritual Authority (The Middle Ages Series) can give you a lot of buddies because by you
considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information
that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Beguines of Medieval Paris: Gender, Patronage, and



Spiritual Authority (The Middle Ages Series).
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