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Refiguring Women, Colonialism, and Modernity in Burma presents the first study of one of the most
prevalent and critical topics of public discourse in colonial Burma: the woman of the khit kala--""the woman
of the times""--who burst onto the covers and pages of novels, newspapers, and advertisements in the 1920s.
Educated and politicised, earner and consumer, ""Burmese"" and ""Westernised,"" she embodied the
possibilities and challenges of the modern era, as well as the hopes and fears it evoked. In Refiguring
Women , Chie Ikeya interrogates what these shifting and competing images of the feminine reveal about the
experience of modernity in colonial Burma. She marshals a wide range of hitherto unexamined Burmese
language sources to analyse both the discursive figurations of the woman of the khit kala and the choices and
actions of actual women who--whether pursuing higher education, becoming political, or adopting new
clothes and hairstyles--unsettled existing norms and contributed to making the woman of the khit kala the
privileged idiom for debating colonialism, modernisation, and nationalism. The first book-length social
history of Burma to utilise gender as a category of sustained analysis, Refiguring Women challenges the
reigning nationalist and anticolonial historical narratives of a conceptually and institutionally monolithic
colonial modernity that made inevitable the rise of ethnonationalism and xenophobia in Burma. The study
demonstrates the irreducible heterogeneity of the colonial encounter and draws attention to the conjoined
development of cosmopolitanism and nationalism. Ikeya illuminates the important roles that Burmese men
and women played as cultural brokers and agents of modernity. She shows how their complex engagements
with social reform, feminism, anticolonialism, media, and consumerism rearticulated the boundaries of
belonging and foreignness in religious, racial, and ethnic terms. Refiguring Women adds significantly to
examinations of gender and race relations, modernisation, and nationalism in colonised regions. It will be of
interest to a broad audience--not least those working in the fields of Southeast Asian studies, colonial and
postcolonial studies, cultural studies, and women's and gender studies.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Gonzales:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Refiguring Women, Colonialism, and
Modernity in Burma (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory). All type of book can you see on
many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

David Shields:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book Refiguring Women, Colonialism, and Modernity in Burma
(Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) ended up being making you to know about other know-
how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Refiguring
Women, Colonialism, and Modernity in Burma (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) is not only
giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You
can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Refiguring
Women, Colonialism, and Modernity in Burma (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory). You never
experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Kimberly Hutton:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Refiguring Women, Colonialism, and Modernity in Burma (Southeast Asia: Politics,
Meaning, and Memory), you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge
can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Joan Beverly:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Refiguring Women, Colonialism, and
Modernity in Burma (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) reserve written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written
within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still doubt Refiguring Women, Colonialism, and Modernity in Burma (Southeast



Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is
one reserve that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth
sense.
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