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After 1770, Ireland experienced the establishment of modern forms of Irish Catholicism, new engagement by
the public with the political process, and the growth of the modern state, represented by new legal and
educational systems. An Irish-Speaking Island investigates the role in these developments of the population
who spoke Irish in their daily lives—whether as a first or second language—and links the history of language
contact and bilingualism with the broader history of Ireland in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
            As late as 1840, Ireland had as many as four million Irish speakers—a significant proportion of the
total population—who could be found in every county of the island and in all social classes and religious
persuasions. Their impact on the modern history of Ireland and the United Kingdom cannot be captured by a
simple conclusion that they became anglicized. Rather, Nicholas M. Wolf explores the complex ways in
which the transition from Irish to English placed a premium on adaptive bilingualism and shaped beliefs and
behavior in the domestic sphere, religious life, and oral culture within the community. An Irish-Speaking
Island will interest not only historians but also scholars of linguistics, folklore, politics, literature, and
religion.

Winner, Michael J. Durkan Prize for Books on Language and Culture, American Conference for Irish
Studies

Winner, Donald Murphy Prize for Distinguished First Books, American Conference for Irish Studies
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From reader reviews:

Stan Whitley:

The book An Irish-Speaking Island: State, Religion, Community, and the Linguistic Landscape in Ireland,
1770–1870 (History of Ireland & the Irish Diaspora) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should
use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book An Irish-Speaking
Island: State, Religion, Community, and the Linguistic Landscape in Ireland, 1770–1870 (History of Ireland
& the Irish Diaspora) to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase
your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a
publication An Irish-Speaking Island: State, Religion, Community, and the Linguistic Landscape in Ireland,
1770–1870 (History of Ireland & the Irish Diaspora). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book
or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Jessica Wilson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important for us. The book An Irish-Speaking Island: State, Religion,
Community, and the Linguistic Landscape in Ireland, 1770–1870 (History of Ireland & the Irish Diaspora)
was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The book An Irish-Speaking Island: State, Religion, Community, and the
Linguistic Landscape in Ireland, 1770–1870 (History of Ireland & the Irish Diaspora) is not only giving you
much more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book An Irish-Speaking Island:
State, Religion, Community, and the Linguistic Landscape in Ireland, 1770–1870 (History of Ireland & the
Irish Diaspora). You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Bill Dildy:

The guide with title An Irish-Speaking Island: State, Religion, Community, and the Linguistic Landscape in
Ireland, 1770–1870 (History of Ireland & the Irish Diaspora) includes a lot of information that you can learn
it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that
exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how
the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read
the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Patsy Cassella:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the book An Irish-Speaking Island: State, Religion, Community, and



the Linguistic Landscape in Ireland, 1770–1870 (History of Ireland & the Irish Diaspora) to make your
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple
book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be
initial opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the reserve An Irish-Speaking
Island: State, Religion, Community, and the Linguistic Landscape in Ireland, 1770–1870 (History of Ireland
& the Irish Diaspora) can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of this time.
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