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Spanning more than 2,500 years in the history of art, Vision, Reflection, and Desire in Western Painting
demonstrates how the rise and diffusion of the science of optics in ancient Greece and the Mediterranean
world correlated to pictorial illusion in the development of Western painting from Hellenistic Greece to the
present. Using examples from the late Middle Ages and the Renaissance, David Summers argues that scene-
painting (architectural backdrops) and shadow-painting (in which forms are modeled or shown as if in
relation to a source of light) not only evolved in close association with geometric optics toward the end of the
fifth century B.C.E., but also contributed substantially to the foundations of the new science.

The spread of understanding of how light is transmitted, reflected, and refracted is evident in the works of
artists such as Brunelleschi, van Eyck, Alberti, and Leonardo. The interplay between optics and painting that
influenced the course of Western art, Summers says, persisted as a framework for the realism of Caravaggio,
Rembrandt, and Goya and continues today in modern photography and film.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Moore:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based
on what kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but
if you want truly feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual
Vision, Reflection, and Desire in Western Painting (Bettie Allison Rand Lectures in Art History) is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Aurelio Ashley:

Exactly why? Because this Vision, Reflection, and Desire in Western Painting (Bettie Allison Rand Lectures
in Art History) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter
it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but
still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays
or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as
help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If
I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Homer Gardner:

The book untitled Vision, Reflection, and Desire in Western Painting (Bettie Allison Rand Lectures in Art
History) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the
idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary
works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you
can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their
official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Vanessa Gilliam:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Vision, Reflection, and Desire in Western Painting (Bettie Allison Rand



Lectures in Art History) can make you sense more interested to read.
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