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Despite massive changes to its economic policies, China continues to define itself as socialist; since 1949
and into the present, the Maoist slogan "Serve the People" has been a central point of moral and political
orientation. Yet several decades of market-based reforms have resulted in high urban unemployment,
transforming the proletariat vanguard into a new urban poor. How do unemployed workers come to terms
with their split status, economically marginalized but still rhetorically central to the way China claims to
understand itself? How does a state dedicated to serving "the people" manage the poverty of its citizens?
Mun Young Cho addresses these questions in a book based on more than two years of fieldwork in a
decaying residential area of Harbin in the northeast province of Heilongjiang.

Cho analyzes the different experiences of poverty among laid-off urban workers and recent rural-to-urban
migrants, two groups that share a common economic duress in China's Rustbelt cities but who rarely unite as
one class owed protection by the state. Impoverished workers, she shows, seek protection and recognition by
making claims about "the people" and what they deserve. They redeploy the very language that the party-
state had once used to venerate them, although their claim often contradicts government directives regarding
how "the people" should be reborn as self-managing subjects. The slogan “serve the people” is no longer a
promise of the party-state but rather a demand made by the unemployed and the poor.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Walker:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book.
These are reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The Specter of "the People": Urban Poverty in Northeast China.

Alfred Leahy:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The Specter
of "the People": Urban Poverty in Northeast China, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Christi Shoup:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a guide. The book The Specter of "the People": Urban Poverty in Northeast China it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
features high quality.

Margarita Culbertson:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Specter of "the People": Urban Poverty in Northeast China your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never
get just before. The The Specter of "the People": Urban Poverty in Northeast China giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life with this



era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when
you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?
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