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Leo Strauss’s What Is Political Philosophy? addresses almost every major theme in his life’s work and is
often viewed as a defense of his overall philosophic approach. Yet precisely because the book is so
foundational, if we want to understand Strauss’s notoriously careful and complex thinking in these essays,
we must also consider them just as Strauss treated philosophers of the past: on their own terms.
 
Each of the contributors in this collection focuses on a single chapter from What Is Political Philosophy? in
an effort to shed light on both Strauss’s thoughts about the history of philosophy and the major issues about
which he wrote. Included are treatments of Strauss’s esoteric method of reading, his critique of behavioral
political science, and his views on classical political philosophy. Key thinkers whose work Strauss responded
to are also analyzed in depth: Plato, Al-Farabi, Maimonides, Hobbes, and Locke, as well as twentieth-
century figures such as Eric Voegelin, Alexandre Kojève, and Kurt Riezler. Written by scholars well-known
for their insight and expertise on Strauss’s thought, the essays in this volume apply to Strauss the same
meticulous approach he developed in reading others.
 
The first book-length treatment on a single book by Strauss, Leo Strauss’s Defense of the Philosophic Life
will serve as an invaluable companion to those seeking a helpful introduction or delving deeper into the
major themes and ideas of this controversial thinker.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Oliver:

This Leo Strauss's Defense of the Philosophic Life: Reading "What Is Political Philosophy?" book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by
reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is
getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This Leo Strauss's Defense of the
Philosophic Life: Reading "What Is Political Philosophy?" without we understand teach the one who
examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Leo Strauss's Defense of the
Philosophic Life: Reading "What Is Political Philosophy?" can bring when you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Leo Strauss's Defense of the Philosophic Life: Reading "What Is Political Philosophy?"
having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Herman Pruitt:

The ability that you get from Leo Strauss's Defense of the Philosophic Life: Reading "What Is Political
Philosophy?" could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Leo Strauss's Defense of
the Philosophic Life: Reading "What Is Political Philosophy?" giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We propose you for having that Leo Strauss's Defense of the Philosophic Life: Reading "What Is Political
Philosophy?" instantly.

Richard Burnett:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a reserve. The book Leo Strauss's Defense of the Philosophic Life: Reading "What Is Political
Philosophy?" it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks
were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover
but this book has high quality.

Jeffrey Martinez:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but



additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year for you to year. As
we know those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. From the book Leo Strauss's Defense of the Philosophic Life: Reading "What Is Political
Philosophy?" we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person
must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change
your life with that book Leo Strauss's Defense of the Philosophic Life: Reading "What Is Political
Philosophy?". You can more desirable than now.
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