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On June 11, 1937, a closed military court ordered the execution of a group of the Soviet Union's most
talented and experienced army officers, including Marshal Mikhail Tukhachevskii; all were charged with
participating in a Nazi plot to overthrow the regime of Joseph Stalin. There followed a massive military
purge, from the officer corps through the rank-and-file, that many consider a major factor in the Red Army's
dismal performance in confronting the German invasion of June 1941. Why take such action on the eve of a
major war? The most common theory has Stalin fabricating a "military conspiracy" to tighten his control
over the Soviet state. In The Red Army and the Great Terror, Peter Whitewood advances an entirely new
explanation for Stalin's actions—an explanation with the potential to unlock the mysteries that still surround
the Great Terror, the surge of political repression in the late 1930s in which over one million Soviet people
were imprisoned in labor camps and over 750,000 executed.

Framing his study within the context of Soviet civil-military relations dating back to the 1917 revolution,
Whitewood shows that Stalin sanctioned this attack on the Red Army not from a position of confidence and
strength, but from one of weakness and misperception. Here we see how Stalin's views had been poisoned by
the paranoid accusations of his secret police, who saw spies and supporters of the dead Tsar everywhere and
who had long believed that the Red Army was vulnerable to infiltration by foreign intelligence agencies
engaged in a conspiracy against the Soviet state. Recently opened Russian archives allow Whitewood to
counter the accounts of Soviet defectors and conspiracy theories that have long underpinned conventional
wisdom on the military purge. By broadening our view, The Red Army and the Great Terror demonstrates
not only why Tukhachevskii and his associates were purged in 1937, but also why tens of thousands of other
officers and soldiers were discharged and arrested at the same time. With its thorough reassessment of these
events, the book sheds new light on the nature of power, state violence, and civil-military relations under the
Stalinist regime.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Hall:

The book The Red Army and the Great Terror: Stalin's Purge of the Soviet Military (Modern War Studies)
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why
must we leave a very important thing like a book The Red Army and the Great Terror: Stalin's Purge of the
Soviet Military (Modern War Studies)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim
which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book The Red Army and the Great Terror: Stalin's Purge of the Soviet Military (Modern War Studies) has
simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world
by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Bonnie Mentzer:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to
answer that question since just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of The Red Army
and the Great Terror: Stalin's Purge of the Soviet Military (Modern War Studies) to read.

Richard Byrnes:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read
you can spent all day long to reading a e-book. The book The Red Army and the Great Terror: Stalin's Purge
of the Soviet Military (Modern War Studies) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Robert Lofton:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Red Army and the



Great Terror: Stalin's Purge of the Soviet Military (Modern War Studies) which is having the e-book version.
So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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