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The Black Cultural Front describes how the social and political movements that grew out of the Depression
facilitated the left turn of several African American artists and writers. The Communist-led John Reed Clubs
brought together black and white writers in writing collectives. The Congress of Industrial Organizations's
effort to recruit black workers inspired growing interest in the labor movement. One of the most concerted
efforts was made by the National Negro Congress (NNC), a coalition of civil rights and labor organizations,
which held cultural panels at its national conferences, fought segregation in the culture industries, promoted
cultural education, and involved writers and artists in staging mass rallies during World War II.

The formation of a black cultural front is examined by looking at the works of poet Langston Hughes,
novelist Chester Himes, and cartoonist Ollie Harrington. While none of them were card-carrying members of
the Communist Party, they all participated in the Left at one point in their careers. Interestingly, they all
turned to creating popular culture in order to reach the black masses who were captivated by the movies,
radio, newspapers, and detective novels. There are chapters on the Hughes' "Simple" stories, Himes'
detective fiction, and Harrington's "Bootsie" cartoons.

Collectively, the experience of these three figures contributes to the story of a "long" movement for African
American freedom that flourished during the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s. Yet this book also stresses the impact
that McCarthyism had on dismantling the Black Left and how it affected each individual involved. Each was
radicalized at a different moment and for different reasons. Each suffered for their past allegiances, whether
fleeing to the haven of the "Black Bank" in Paris, or staying home and facing the House Un-American
Activities Committee (HUAC). Yet the lasting influence of the Depression in their work was evident for the
rest of their lives.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Hewitt:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed The Black Cultural Front:
Black Writers and Artists of the Depression Generation (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African
American Studies)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Archie Williams:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare time to
do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Everybody
has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because just their can do this. It said that
about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on jardín de
infancia until university need this specific The Black Cultural Front: Black Writers and Artists of the
Depression Generation (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) to read.

Jennifer Phinney:

The guide untitled The Black Cultural Front: Black Writers and Artists of the Depression Generation
(Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) is the e-book that recommended to you to
learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You
also could get the e-book of The Black Cultural Front: Black Writers and Artists of the Depression
Generation (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) from the publisher to make
you more enjoy free time.

Brian Hill:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the The Black Cultural Front: Black Writers and Artists of the Depression



Generation (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) when you essential it?
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