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The course of modern world history has been critically shaped by the physical and mental illnesses of heads
of state, sometimes in the public eye but usually in secrecy. Democratic politicians as diverse as Woodrow
Wilson, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Churchill, Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Pompidou, Mitterrand, Blair, George
W. Bush, Chirac, and Sharon all lied about their health. Between 1906 and 2008 seven Presidents are judged
to have been mentally ill while in office: Theodore Roosevelt (bipolar disorder), Taft (breathing-related sleep
disorder), Wilson (major depressive disorder), Coolidge (major depressive disorder), Hoover (major
depressive disorder), Johnson (bipolar disorder), and Nixon (alcohol abuse). Many despots-such as Hitler,
Stalin, Saddam Hussein, Pol Pot, Idi Amin, and Robert Mugabe-have been branded by the press and public
opinion as suffering mental illnesses. Lord Owen argues neither Hitler nor Stalin were mad in any sense the
medical profession recognizes (whereas Mussolini and Mao had depression, possibly bipolar disorder).

Something happens to some leaders' mental stability while in power that is captured by Bertrand Russell's
phrase, the intoxication of power. Hubristic behavior with excessive self-confidence is almost an
occupational hazard for heads of government, as it is for leaders in other fields, such as business and the
military, for it feeds on isolation and excessive deference. Owen argues that a medically definable condition
called Hubris Syndrome affects some heads of government the longer they stay in office or after a specific
triggering event such as 9/11. Recent leaders such as George W. Bush, Tony Blair, and Margaret Thatcher
have developed Hubris Syndrome. Symptoms include patterns of reckless behavior, bad judgment, and
operational incompetence, often compounded by delusions of personal infallibility and divine exemption
from political accountability. Lord Owen makes the cases that democratic societies need to implement new
procedures for dealing with illness in their own heads of government, and that they need to empower the
United Nations to use new procedures and means for removing despots whose behavior becomes so hubristic
as to pose a grave threat to their own people or the world.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Feaster:

Here thing why this specific In Sickness and in Power: Illnesses in Heads of Government during the Last 100
Years are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content
of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. In Sickness and in Power: Illnesses in Heads of
Government during the Last 100 Years giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find
any publication out there but there is no book that similar with In Sickness and in Power: Illnesses in Heads
of Government during the Last 100 Years. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes
about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually
bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of In Sickness and in Power: Illnesses in Heads of
Government during the Last 100 Years in e-book can be your alternate.

Colleen Holden:

The feeling that you get from In Sickness and in Power: Illnesses in Heads of Government during the Last
100 Years may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but In Sickness and in Power:
Illnesses in Heads of Government during the Last 100 Years giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this specific In Sickness and in Power: Illnesses in Heads of
Government during the Last 100 Years instantly.

Geraldine Schrader:

This book untitled In Sickness and in Power: Illnesses in Heads of Government during the Last 100 Years to
be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a
lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Chris Holmes:

The publication untitled In Sickness and in Power: Illnesses in Heads of Government during the Last 100
Years is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will
be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to you
is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of In Sickness and in Power: Illnesses in



Heads of Government during the Last 100 Years from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.
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