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In recent years, the topic of ancient Greek hero cult has been the focus of considerable discussion among
classicists. Little attention, however, has been paid to female heroized figures. Here Deborah Lyons argues
for the heroine as a distinct category in ancient Greek religious ideology and daily practice. The heroine, she
believes, must be located within a network of relations between male and female, mortal and immortal.
Using evidence ranging from Homeric epic to Attic vase painting to ancient travel writing, she attempts to
re-integrate the feminine into our picture of Greek notions of the hero. According to Lyons, heroines differ
from male heroes in several crucial ways, among which is the ability to cross the boundaries between mortal
and immortal. She further shows that attention to heroines clarifies fundamental Greek ideas of
mortal/immortal relationships.

The book first discusses heroines both in relation to heroes and as a separate religious and mythic
phenomenon. It examines the cultural meanings of heroines in ritual and representation, their use as
examples for mortals, and their typical "biographies." The model of "ritual antagonism," in which two
mythic figures represented as hostile share a cult, is ultimately modified through an exploration of the mythic
correspondences between the god Dionysos and the heroines surrounding him, and through a rethinking of
the relationship between Iphigeneia and Artemis. An appendix, which identifies more than five hundred
heroines, rounds out this lively work.

Originally published in 1997.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Ramsey:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Gender and Immortality: Heroines in Ancient Greek
Myth and Cult (Princeton Legacy Library) as the daily resource information.

Edward Salazar:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
the whole day to reading a publication. The book Gender and Immortality: Heroines in Ancient Greek Myth
and Cult (Princeton Legacy Library) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Lloyd Stec:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Gender and Immortality: Heroines in
Ancient Greek Myth and Cult (Princeton Legacy Library) or even others sources were given information for
you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide
was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes Gender and Immortality: Heroines
in Ancient Greek Myth and Cult (Princeton Legacy Library) to make your spare time more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.

Louise O\'Neill:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update
of news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.



You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Gender and Immortality: Heroines in Ancient Greek Myth and Cult (Princeton Legacy
Library) when you needed it?
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